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Front cover: Sturmgeschutz III uusfG ofSturmgeschutz-Abteilung 1367. Ukraine, early 1944. This vehicle is shown in full and discussed further on page 14. 

Below: Leutnant Heinrich Kohler - at far right - poses with his crew and what may be his battalion commander during the summer of1944. At this time Kohler was 
a platoon leader with Sturmgeschutz-Abteilung 322. On 20 April 1945, Kohler was awarded the Knight's Cross in recognition of his bravery and leadership while 
serving with 3.Kompanie, Heeres-5^rmgeschutz-Brigade 210. Also shown is an officer's quality collar tab orLitzen - the red centres denoting an artillery unit. 






This book is o companion volume to the Oliver Publishing Group's 2010 title To 
The Last Bullet which looked at the armoured vehicles used by the German 
Army and Waffen SS on the Eastern Front during the final months of World War 
2 -from the spring of 1944 to the final battles for eastern Germany and Berlin 
in April and May 1945. 

Even given the limited timeframe, no one book could hope to completely cover 
so vast and complex a subject and we were unfortunately forced to omit much 
of the material that had been accumulated during our research. In an attempt 
therefore to present a more comprehensive picture - and as a result of the 
many requests we have received from our readers - this book; STUG: Assault 
Gun Units In The East:, will concentrate on the Sturmgeschutz III and 
Sturmgeschutz IV and their deployment during those last:, critical weeks and 
months of the conflict. In the first volume, the assault gun units of the Army will 
be dealt with and in the subsequent volume we will detail the relevant 
formations of the Waffen SS and Luftwaffe, as well as some of the more 
obscure units that were equipped with the ubiquitous Sturmgeschutz. After 
much consideration it was decided that the many colour illustrations depicted 
in both volumes will be presented -for the most part - in chronological order 
without regard to branch of service. That is to say ' those vehicles operated by 
all branches of the Wehrmacht and in service during 1944 will be shown in this 
volume and those deployed in 1945 will be displayed in the next. 

At their inception the Sturmgeschutz units of the Wehrmacht were controlled 
by the artillery - the armoured and infantry branches of the Army having 
insufficient manpower resources to spare for the new formations. 
Independent assault gun battalions were under the direction of the 
Generalinspekteur der Artillerie. Their companies were therefore referred to 
as batteries - as they are throughout this book - and in the early units 
comprised six vehicles which was roughly the manpower equivalent of a 
normal artillery battery. By 1945, the number of assault guns in a battery had 
increased to fourteen which was at that time, generally speaking, comparable 
to a tank company. It should be noted that assault gun battalions attached to 
Panzer and Panzergrenadier divisions and the assault gun companies of 
infantry division Panzerjager battalions were controlled by the 
Generalinspekteur der Panzertruppen. 

The first units to see combat operated as independent Sturmartillerie batteries 
during the French Campaign of1940 and by August of the same year they had 
been expanded and reorganized into battalions referred to as Sturmartillerie- 
Abteilungen of three batteries each. In early 1941, the battalions were 
renamed Sturmgeschutz-Abteilung, although the basic organisation 
remained unaltered. 

Although the intended role of the Sturmgeschutz was to support attacks by 
infantry - clearing obstacles such as bunkers and pill-boxes - they were 
increasingly called upon to act as tank killers, a task which the crews 
performed admirably although ranges of less than 500 metres were essential 
for success. The campaign in Russia showed that if the assault gun units were 
to be able to counter the Red Army's tanks, a new, more powerful gun would be 
needed and in the spring of 1942 the long-barrelled 7.5cm L/48 gun made its 


appearance with the number of assault guns in a battalion being increased to 
twenty-eight at about the same time. In November 1942, the battalions were 
renamed Sturmgeschutz-Brigade and also underwent another organisational 
change with each battery commander receiving their own assault gun, 
bringing the total number to thirty-one. Many units retained this 
establishment until the end of the war. In June 1944, a number of battalions 
were reorganised and renamed Heeres- Sturmartillerie-Brigade with a total of 
forty-five combat vehicles, including thirty-three Sturmgeschutz III or 
Sturmgeschutz IV assault guns and twelve Sturmhaubitze 42, the latter armed 
with the 10.5cm L/28 assault howitzer. The reader should be aware however 
that these numbers were ideals and in practice were rarely maintained, 
particularly once a unit entered combat. Please note that the descriptions 
offered here, regarding the organisation and armament of the assault gun 
battalions, are of a very general nature and are discussed in detail in the tables 
on page 2. 

As the war dragged on, assault guns were increasingly issued as replacements 
for tank destroyers and even tanks. Their effectiveness, the relative ease with 
which they could be produced and their low cost to the German economy - a 
Sturmgeschutz III could be produced for less than 80% of the price of a late 
model Pzkw III tank - ensured their popularity with government and army 
planners. The Sturmgeschutz served on all fronts during the war and every 
campaign except the invasion of Poland in 1939. 

Following are brief histories of the Army's Assault Gun Battalions. 

Sturmgeschutz-Abteilung 177 

Formed in August 1941 at Juterbog, by early 1943 the unit had been totally 
destroyed and then rebuilt in March of the same year. In February 1944, the 
battalion was permanently attached to 3.Kavallerie-Brigade and in August 
was reorganised as Panzerjager-Abteilung 69. Made up of just two companies 
the battalion spent the autumn and winter of1944-45fighting in East Prussia 
and early in the new year had moved into Hungary. In January 1945, the 
companies were equipped with a mixture of Sturmgeschutz III and IV assault 
guns, Sturmhaubitze 42 vehicles and Jagdpanzer IV tank destroyers. Most of 
the battalion went into Russian captivity in May 1945, although some seventy 
men managed to escape to the west. 

Sturmgeschutz-Abteilung 184 

Formed in August 1940, this unit was almost completely wiped out in the 
fighting for the Demyansk Pocket in early 1943 after which the survivors were 
sent to Estonia to refit. In late 1943, the battalion was attached to 
58.lnfanterie-Division, part of Army Group North. In February 1944, the 
battalion was renamed Sturmgeschutz-Brigade 184 and then Heeres- 
Sturmartillerie-Brigade 184 in October. In late 1944, the battalion lost all its 
equipment in the Kurland Pocket and was then transferred to Army Group 
Vistula. During the first week of April 1945, the battalion was able to field 
twenty-three Sturmgeschutz III with eightSturmhaubitze 42 and was attached 
to3.Panzer-Armee, part of Army Group Vistula. 

. continued on page 3 
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A Sturmgeschutz III als Befehlswagen, the command version of the assault gun, identified by the 
Sternantenna - or star antenna - mounted at the right rear of the fighting compartment. These vehicles 
were issued to the battalion headquarters or to battery commanders and were equipped with the Fu8 
radio which had a range of 50 kilometres when transmitting by voice or 120 kilometres when using a 
telegraph key. These ranges were however dramatically reduced when the vehicle was moving. The 
large stowage box is a typical field modification for this period. Note the Winterketten track extensions, 
usually reserved for winter conditions as the name would suggest. This vehicle is shown in the 
illustration section on page 16 and also in the photographs on page 9. 
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STURMGESCHUTZ-ABTEILUNG, JUNE 1944 

All units of the German Army were organised according to instructions issued by Oberkommando des Heeres - the High Command of the Army. These were 
accompanied by detailed instructions called Kriegstarkenachweisung - more commonly referred to as K.St.N - which showed the theoretical, authorised 
strength and composition of a unit listing the exact number of personnel and type of vehicle. They were issued whenever an organisational change was 
required and the battalion shown here is based on K.St.N 416 Stab und Stabsbatterie (mot) einer Sturmgeschutzbrigade (mot) and K.St.N 446 
Sturmgeschutzbatterie (mot) which came into force on 1 June 1944. Both allowed for batteries often or fourteen guns. The battalion depicted here is based 
around the ten gun battery - the fourteen gun version differing in having two assault guns in the Batterietrupp and a fourth Zug - or platoon, of three assault 
guns. A further directive, K.St.N 448, effective from 1 December 1944, provided for a Begleitgrenadier-Batterie made up of a command troop and three 
platoons of infantry carried in trucks. Units which received the additional infantry were to be referred to as Heeres-Sturmartillerie-Brigade, however only four 
battalions, Sturmegeschutz-Abteilungen 259,278,303 and 341, had been completely reorganised by the end of the war. 


ABTEILUNG STAB 


Battalion 

Command 




Sturmgeschutz Kettenrad Light car Light car Lkw.2t (2 ton lorry) Lkw.2t (2 ton lorry) 

(VW Type 82) (VW type 166) 


Stabsbatterie I 


Command Battery 


Gruppe Fuhrer | 

Commander 
1 x Kettenrad Sdkfz.2 
1 x Light car (VW Type 82) 


Maintenance Service 

Nachrichtentrupp ~| 

Signal Troop 

1 x Light car (VW Type 82) 

Nachschubstaffel 


Supply Section 
1 x Light car (VW Type 82) 

6 x Lkw.3t (3 ton lorry, ammunition) 
3 x Lkw.3t (3 ton lorry) 

3 x trailers 


Sanitdtstrupp 


Maintenance Section 
1 x Lkw.2t (2 ton lorry) 

1 x Lkw.4.5t (4.5 ton lorry - 
mobile w or shop) 


Instandsetzungszug -leichte Kfz 

Light vehicle maintenance 
1 x Light car (VW Type 82) 

1 x Lkw.2t (2 ton lorry) 

2 x Lkw.4.5t (4.5 ton lorry) 

1 x Lkw.3t (3 ton lorry) 


Ersatzteilgruppe 


Spare parts 

3 x Lkw.4.5t (4.5 ton cargo lorry) 


Medical Troop 
1 x Krankenkraftwagen 
1 xSdkfz.251 (armoured ambulance) 


Bergetrupp 


Recovery troop 
3 x Sdkfz.9 (18 ton half-track) 


Instandsetzungsdienste 



Instandsetzungsstaffel 



Trofi 


Baggage Section 
1 x Light car (VW Type 82) 
4 x Lkw.4.5t (4.5 ton lorry) 


Abteilungsverpflegungstrofi j 

Ration Section 
2 x Lkw.3t (3 ton lorry) 


Sturmgeschutzbatterie 

Sturmgeschutzbatterie 


Sturmgeschutzbatterie 




Gruppe Fuhrer 

Batterietrupp 

Commander 


Gefechtsbatterie 
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Sturmgeschutz Light car 


Light car 


(VW Type 82) (VW Type 166) 


Lkw.2t (2 ton lorry) 


Combat Battery 


Geschutzstaffel 


Gun Section 


l.Zug 


1st Platoon 



Sturmgeschutz 


Sturmgeschutz 


Sturmgeschutz 


2.Zug 

2nd Platoon 





Sturmhaubitze 


Sturmhaubitze 


Sturmhaubitze 


3.Zug 


3rd Platoon 



Sturmgeschutz 


Sturmgeschutz 


Sturmgeschutz 


Munitionstaffel 


Ammunition section 



3 x Sd.Ah 31/1 Trailer 
1 x Anhanger 3t Trailer 


Light car Lkw.3t (2 ton lorry) Lkw.3t (2 ton lorry) Lkw.3t (2 ton lorry) 


Kfz.lnstandsetzungsgruppe | 


Batterietroji 1* Motorcycle 
_ - _I 5 x Lkw.3t (3 ton lorry) 

Battery Baggage section 



Lkw.3t (3 ton lorry) Lkw.3t (3 ton lorry) Light car Sdkfz.ll 3t (3 ton half-track) 
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Above: A laterproduction Sturmgeschutz III ausf G - indicated by the 
gun mantlet - photographed in the east in 1944. The so-called waffle pattern 
Zimmerit is clearly visible here. At right: In September 1942, as a Wachtmeister 
with Sturmgeschutz-Abteilung 667, Hugo Primozic became the first NCO in the 
German Army to receive the Knight's Cross. By January 1943, Primozic had 
destroyed sixty Russian tanks and was awarded the Oakleaves and promoted to 
the rank ofLeutnant. 


Sturmgeschutz -Abteilung 185 

Formed in August 1940, the battalion fought on the Eastern Front from the 
invasion of the Soviet Union in July 1941, until the war’s end in May 1945. In 
June 1944, by now re-named Sturmgeschutz-Brigade 185, the battalion was 
part of Army Group Centre's XXXlX.Panzerkorps. Less than a month later the 
battalion underwent another name change to become Heeres- 
Sturmgeschutz-Brigade 185. On 10 August, the battalion was able to report 
that seventeen Sturmgeschutz III and five Sturmhaubitze 42 were combat- 
ready. By October the battalion was fighting with XX.Armeekorps and 
withdrew into East Prussia. In early 1945, the battalion had at least one Soviet 
T-34 tank acting as a recovery vehicle. 

Sturmgeschutz-Abteilung 189 

Formed in July 1941, this battalion served with various units of Army Group 
Centre until late 1942, when it was attached to 78.Sturm-Division. Like many 
assault gun battalions this unit underwent a name change in June 1944 to 
become Sturmgeschutz-Brigade 189 and just over a month later to Heeres- 
Sturmgeschutz-Brigade 189. At the end of July 1944, the battalion was 
detached from 78.Sturm-Divsion and ordered to Magdeburg in Germany to 
refit. Before the refitting process was complete however the battalion, less its 
third battery, was sent to Mielau in Poland (modern Mtawa). Reorganised as 
Panzerjager-Abteilung 70, the remaining batteries were attached to 4. 
Kavallerie-Brigade. The third battery which remained in Magdeburg, 
provided the cad re for 3. Batterie, Heeres- Sturmgeschutz-Brigade 244. 

Sturmgeschutz -Abteilung 190 

Formed in October 1940, this unit served in the Balkans and Greece before 
taking part in the invasion of Russia in July 1941. Re-named leichte- 
Sturmgeschutz-Brigade 190 in January 1944, the battalion took part in the 
fighting around the city of Kovel in Poland, supporting SS-Panzer-Regiment 5. 
By May 1944, the battalion was in the Mogilev area attached to 4.Armee as 
part of Army Group Centre. In November 1944, the battalion was ordered to 
Germany for refitting and returned to the front near Danzig as part of 
2.Armee in January 1945. During late 1944 or early 1945, the battalion 
received three Panzer IV/70(A) tank destroyers. In early 1945, the battalion 
had at least one Soviet T-34 tank acting as a recovery vehicle. 

Sturmgeschutz -Abteilung 191 

Formed in October 1940, this unit served in the Balkans and Greece before 
taking part in Operation Barbarossa as part of Von Kleist's l.Panzergruppe in 
July 1941. In June 1944, the battalion - by now re-named Sturmgeschutz- 
Brigade 191 - was refitting at Warthengau in Germany. In July, the battalion 
was reinforced by a fourth battery formed from 4. Batterie, Heeres- 
Sturmgeschutz-Brigade 201 and within a month was transferred to 
Yugoslavia as part of 2.Armee. In September 1944, the second battery was 
removed and transferred to Lehr-Brigade II at Altengrabow. In January 1945, 
the remnants of the battalion were attached to 6.Armee fighting around 
Budapest and by May were part of Army Group Ostmark. 

Sturmartillerie-Abteilung 192 

Formed in November 1940, the battalion took part in the invasion of Russia as 
part of Guderian's 2.Panzergruppe. By May 1942, the battalion had been 
disbanded and with Sturmgeschutz-Batterie 640 was used to form 
Sturmgeschutz-Abteilung Grofideutschland. 


Sturmgeschutz-Abteilung 201 

Formed in March 1941, this unit was almost completely destroyed in the 
Stalingrad battles and reformed in May 1943, spending most of that year in 
Greece. In March 1944, by now renamed Sturmgeschutz-Brigade 201, the 
battalion was part of Kampfgruppe Hildebrandt, fighting with XXII.Gerbirgs- 
Armeekorps in Yugoslavia. In October 1944, the battalion was attached to 
4.Panzerarmee under the command of Army Group A and by early 1945, the 
survivors were merged with Sturmgeschutz-Brigade 210. 

Sturmgeschutz-Abteilung 202 

Formed in September 1941, this battalion took part in some of the heaviest 
fighting on the Eastern Front until it was almost completely destroyed in the 
battles for the Cherkassy-Korsun Pocket in early 1944. Re-named 
Sturmgeschutz-Brigade 202, the battalion was ordered to Ziegenhals, in 
Germany to refit. By August, the battalion was again at the front with 
18. Armee, part of Army Group North, and later with 16.Armee fighting in the 
Kurland Pocket. Here the battalion took part in the fighting for Osel Island - 
present daySaaremaa in the Gulf of Riga - and Tukums in Latvia. 

Sturmgeschutz -Abteilung 203 

Formed in February 1941, this battalion fought until May 1945 on the Eastern 
front. By February 1944, it had been re-named Sturmgeschutz-Brigade 203 
and was assigned to LII.Armeekorps, part of Army Group South. By October, 
the battalion was under the command of 4.Armee with Army Group Centre 
and ended the war with l.Panzerarmee fighting in Silesia and eastern 
Germany. In early 1945, the battalion had at least one Soviet T-34 tank acting 
as a recovery vehicle. 

Sturmgeschutz-Abteilung 209 

Formed in December 1941, this battalion spent the early months of 1944 
refitting in Poland and was renamed Sturmgeschutz-Brigade 209 in February. 
By the first week of July, the battalion had twenty-two Sturmgeschutz III and 
nine Sturmhaubitze 42 on hand and was transferred back to the front as part 
of Army Group Centre's 2. Armee. In early 1945, the battalion was attached to 
14.lnfanterie-Division. 

Sturmgeschutz-Abteilung 210 

Formed in May 1941, this unit served exclusively on the Eastern front. In 
February 1944, the battalion was renamed Sturmgeschutz-Brigade 210 and 
spent most of that year subordinated to 1st Hungarian Army fighting in the 
Ukraine. In October 1944, the battalion was attached to LVI.Panzerkorps 
which was part of4.Panzerarmee of Army Group A. In January 1945, this unit 
was completely destroyed in the battles around the Weichsel Bend and during 
the next month was rebuilt, in part from the remnants of Sturmgeschutz- 
Brigade 201 and Sturmgeschutz-Brigade 322. By April, the battalion was 
fighting on the Oder River Front and was equipped with a mixed bag of 
armoured vehicles including thirteen Sturmgeschutz III, fifteen 
Sturmhaubitze 42 and thirteen Panzer IV/70 (V) tank destroyers. At least one 
authoritative source states that the battalion was equipped with 
Sturmgeschutz IVassault guns when it was reformed in January. 
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Sturmgeschutz-Abteilung 226 

Formed in February 1941, this battalion was stationed at Polatsk, north of 
Minsk in modern day Belarus when the Soviet summer offensive began in 
1944. Renamed Sturmgeschutz-Brigade 226 in February, this unit remained 
with Army Group North throughout the year. In November 1944, the battalion 
was completely re-equipped with Panzer IV/70 tank destroyers and a fourth, 
Begleitgrenadier-Batterie was authorised. There is also some evidence that at 
this time the battalion was renamed Fleeres-Sturmartillerie-Brigade 226. By 
January 1945, the battalion had at least one Soviet T-34 tank being used as a 
recovery vehicle and seventeen operational Sturmgeschutz III assault guns 
with five in maintenance. Interestingly, three of the former were earlier 
models armed with the 7.5cm i/43 gun. The battalion also had at that time 
eight combat ready Sturmhaubitze 42 vehicles with a further two in repair and 
one other in transit. This unit ended the war with 2.Armee fighting in East 
Prussia. 

Sturmgeschutz-Abteilung 228 

Formed in December 1942, this battalion was continuously active on the 
Eastern front and by summer 1944 - by then renamed Sturmgeschutz-Brigade 
228 - was attached to the 1st Romanian Infantry Division of 4th Romanian 
Army, under the command of Army Group South Ukraine. By early 1945, the 
battalion was assigned to 8.Armee, part of Army Group South, operating in 
Slovakia. This unitendedthe war as part ofArmy Group Ostmark. 

Sturmgeschutz-Abteilung 232 

Formed in October 1942, this battalion spent the early months of1944 refitting 
and as part of a reserve force for 6.Armee. In July - having been renamed 
Sturmgeschutz-Brigade 232 in February - the battalion was attached to 
3.Panzerarmee of Army Group Centre. In September ; the battalion came under 
the orders of IX.Armeekorps. By January 1945, this unit was fighting near 
Fleiligenbeil in East Prussia and shortly afterwards was transferred to 
17.Armee in Silesia. In March, the battalion was unusually well eguipped with 
forty-seven Sturmgeschutz III assault guns and a battery of four Flummel self- 
propelled 15cm guns. 

Sturmgeschutz-Abteilung 236 

This unit was formed in March 1943, from 3.Batterie, Sturmgeschutz- 
Abteilung 189 andSturmgeschutz-Ersatz-Abteilung 300. In February 1944, the 
battalion was renamed Sturmgeschutz-Brigade 236 and in June was re¬ 
organised with a fourth, Begleitgrenadier-Batterie and renamed Heeres- 
Sturmartillerie-Brigade 236. In September, as part of Army Group South 
Ukraine, the battalion was almost completely destroyed in the fighting around 
the town of Jassy in Romania near the present day border with Moldava. 
Within a month, the battalion was being reformed around a cadre of eighty- 
seven survivors of the Romanian battles. During late 1944 or early 1945, the 
battalion received three Panzer IV/70(A) tank destroyers. In March 1945, the 
battalion was re-equipped with thirty-one Jagdpanzer 38(t) tank destroyers as 
part of 4. Panzerarmee fighting in Silesia and Moravia. 

Sturmgeschutz-Abteilung 237 

Formed in July 1943, this battalion served in Russia under the command of 
Army Group Centre until July 1944, when it was withdrawn from the front and 
ordered to Mockern, near Magdeburg in Germany. Here, with 4.Batterie, 
Sturmpanzer-Abteilung 216, the battalion was used to form Sturmpanzer- 
Abteilung 219 and equipped with theSturmpanzerIV. 


Sturmgeschutz-Abteilung 239 

Formed in July 1943, this unit lost all its equipment and many of its men in the 
Cherkassy-Korsun Pocket in February 1944. From March to June of that year, 
the battalion was rebuilt as Heeres-Sturmartillerie-Brigade 239, the first 
assault gun unit to be so renamed. This battalion was unusual in having five 
batteries - the fourth being equipped with Pzkw II ausf L Luchs tanks and the 
fifth being a Begleitgrenadier-Batterie. The tank battery was however 
officially withdrawn in November, although there is some evidence that a 
number of the vehicles were retained. In August 1944, the battalion suffered 
heavily in the fighting for Romania losing most of the second and third 
batteries. In September, the battalion was reformed from the survivors of 

3. Batterie and parts of Sturmgeschutz-Brigade 184, Sturmgeschutz-Brigade 
189 and Sturmgeschutz-Brigade 236. By the end of the year the battalion was 
fighting in Hungary and ended the war under the command of Army Group 
Ostmark. In January 1945, the battalion had a number of Sturmgeschutz IV 
assault guns on hand. 

Sturmgeschutz-Abteilung 243 

Formed in May 1941, this unit fought almost exclusively on the Eastern Front 
and fora time was attached to 24.Panzer-Division. In early 1943, the battalion 
was severely battered in the Stalingrad battles and was withdrawn from the 
front and reformed and by February 1944, had been renamed Sturmgeschutz- 
Brigade 243. In June 1944, the battalion was in the Ukraine as part of6.Armee 
of Army Group South and remained there until December, when it was 
transferred to the west and took part in the Ardennes Offensive. During late 
1944 or early 1945, the battalion received three Panzer IV/70(A) tank 
destroyers. During the Winter of 1944-45, the battalion was renamed Heeres- 
Sturmartillerie-Brigade 243 and was still being rebuilt when the war ended. 

Sturmgeschutz-Abteilung 244 

Formed in June 1941, and renamed Sturmgeschutz-Brigade 244 in February 
1944, this battalion was part of Army Group Centre when the Soviet summer 
offensive began. In July 1944, the battalion was destroyed in the fighting 
around Bobruisk (modern Babruysk) south-east of Minsk. Rebuilt in Holland in 
October, the battalion remained in the west until the war's end. 

Sturmgeschutz-Abteilung 245 

Formed in June 1941, this unit was renamed Sturmgeschutz-Brigade 245 in 
February 1944. The battalion was part of Army Group Centre when Operation 
Bagration began in June, and in that month, attached to 3.Panzerarmee, the 
battalion had on hand twenty-two Sturmgeschutz III and six Sturmhaubitze 42 
-a small number of each in need of repair. By August however, the unit's vehicle 
strength had been reduced so dramatically that the battalion was disbanded 
with the survivors being absorbed by Sturmgeschutz-Brigade 667 which was 
reforming at Posen in Germany. 

Sturmgeschutz-Abteilung 249 

Formed in January 1942, this battalion was part of the ad hoc force, co¬ 
ordinated by 1. Panzerarmee, which took part in the relief of the Cherkassy- 
Korsun Pocket in early 1944. Renamed Sturmgeschutz-Brigade 249 in 
February, the battalion was completely destroyed in the fighting for Brody, 
between Lviv and Rivne in present day Ukraine, in July as part of 

4. Panzerarmee. By October, the battalion had been rebuilt and was back on 
the Eastern Front with XXIII.Armeekorps of Army Group Centre. In late 1944 or 
early 1945, the battalion was again withdrawn from the front and renamed 
Heeres-Sturmartillerie-Brigade 249. When the war ended in May, this unit was 
being rebuilt at Potsdam-Krampnitz in Germany. 

. continued on page 6 



Taken from the same series of photographs, at left is a Sturmgeschutz III ausf G and at right a Sturmgeschutz IV. These vehicles may be serving with 
Panzerjager-Ersatz-und Ausbildungs-Abteilung 43 based at Spemberg in eastern Germany, south of Cottbus near the present Polish border. This formation 
was responsible for training replacement crews for Panzerjager-Abteilungen 3, 43,130 Lehr ; 150,168,176, 208, 278, 293, 309, 333, 359, 519, 559, 655, 657, 
681, 684, 685 and 1563. Some of these units are mentioned in the text of this book. Interesting features include the Zusatzpanzer bolted-on armour of the 
Sturmgeschutz III and the concrete block in front of the driver's position of the Sturmgeschutz IV. 
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Heeresgruppe Nord, or Army Group North, was formed in preparation for Operation Barbarossa in June 1941. Retreating towards the west , the units of 
Fleeresgruppe Nord were isolated in the Kurland Peninsula in late 1944 after the Soviet Baltic offensive. On 25 January 1945, the Army Group was renamed 
Fleeresgruppe Kurland and on the same day, Fleeresgruppe Mitte - by then fighting in East Prussia - was renamed Fleeresgruppe Nord. On 2 April 1945, the 
Army Group was dissolved, the staff being utilised to form the headguarters of 12.Armee. At the same time Fleeresgruppe A was renamed Heeresgruppe Mitte, a 
title that remained unchanged until the end of the war on 8 May 1945. 

Heeresgruppe Mitte, or Army Group Centre, was created in June 1941 as one of three Army Groups that took part in the German invasion of the Soviet Union. By 
January 1945, the units of Heeresgruppe Mitte were encircled in the Kd nigs berg pocket in East Prussia and the Army Group was renamed Heeresgruppe Nord. 
Heeresgruppe Sud, or Army Group South, was formed in June 1941 to co-ordinate the German Armies that operated on the southern front during Operation 
Barbarossa, tasked with occupying the Ukraine and protecting the right flank of Heeresgruppe Mitte. On 4 April 1944, Heeresgruppe Sud was renamed 
Heeresgruppe Nordukraine. 

Heeresgruppe Nordukraine, or Army Group North Ukraine, was created during the first week of April 1944 by renaming Heeresgruppe Sud. By the following 
September, Heeresgruppe Nordukraine had been renamed Heeresgruppe A. On the 25 January 1945, Heeresgruppe A became Heeresgruppe Mitte. 
Heeresgruppe Sudukraine, or Army Group South Ukraine, was created on 31 March 1944. After suffering heavy casualties the Army Group was absorbed into the 
new Heeresgruppe Sud in September 1944. 

Heeresgruppe Ostmark, or Army Group Ostmark, was created on 2 April 1945from the remnants of the second Heeresgruppe Sud. 
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Sturmgeschutz-Abteilung 259 

Formed in June 1943, this unit was attached to 6.Armee as part of Army Group 
South Ukraine when the Soviet offensive began in June 1944. By July the 
battalion was fighting around Bialystok in Poland', north-east of Warsaw and 
in October was part of Army Group Centre's LV.Armeekorps. The battalion 
ended the war fighting with 4.Armee in East Prussia. In February 1944, the 
battalion had been renamed Sturmgeschutz-Brigade 259. 

Sturmgeschutz-Abteilung 261 

Formed in July 1943, this unit was fighting near Kirovograd with 
Xi.Armeekorps as part of Army Group South in early 1944. In February of that 
year the battalion was renamed Sturmgeschutz-Brigade 261. By August, the 
battalion had been transferred to Army Group North where it remained until 
1945. Early in the new year, the battalion took part in the battles in Flungary 
and when the war ended was attached to Army Group Ostmark. In early 1945, 
the battalion - which had been renamed Fleeres-Sturmartillerie-Brigade 261 
at some time during the winter-received a fourth, Begleitgrenadier-Batterie. 

Sturmgeschutz-Abteilung 270 

Formed in October 1942, this battalion was attached to l.Skijager-Brigade in 
January 1944. In June, the Skijager-Brigade was expanded to a full division 
and by September, it had been decided that the assault gun battalion should 
be permanently assigned. Initially titled Panzerjager-Abteilung 270, the 
name was almost immediately changed to Panzerjager-Abteilung 152. In 
addition, this unit was known as Sturmgeschutz-Brigade 270 between June 
and August 1944. 

Sturmgeschutz-Abteilung 276 

Formed in June 1943, this unit lost almost all its equipment in the battles for 
the Kamyenets-Podolskyi Pocket in the Ukraine in April 1944, although most 
of the battalion's personnel survived. In May, the battalion was rebuilt and by 
August was back at the front, fighting in Lithuania and East Prussia. In 
January 1945, the third battery was re-equipped with Panzer IV/70(A) tank 
destroyers and it is possible that the other batteries were equipped with 
Sturmgeschutz IV assault guns. At the war's end in May, the battalion was 
attached to XXXXVI.Panzerkorps which was part of 2.Armee. The battalion 
had been renamed Sturmgeschutz-Brigade 276 in February 1944. 

Sturmgeschutz-Abteilung 277 

Formed in early 1943, this battalion was attached to 4.Panzerarmee of Army 
Group North Ukraine, stationed near Chelm in Poland when the Soviet 
offensive began in June 1944. In February, the battalion had been renamed 
Sturmgeschutz-Brigade 277. In July, the battalion was transferred to Army 
Group Centre -firstly with 3.Panzerarmee and later with 4. Armee - until the 
end of the year. In January 1945, the battalion was fighting with Army Group 
North and had fifteen Sturmgeschutz III and ten Sturmhaubitze 42 on hand. 
Some sources give a number of Sturmgeschutz IV vehicles on hand however 
any that the battalion may have had were possibly unofficial acquisitions 
from disbanded or depleted units fighting in the Kurland Pocket. In May 1945, 
when the war ended, the battalion was being rebuilt as Fieeres- 
Sturmartillerie-Brigade 277. In early 1945, the battalion had at least one 
Soviet T-34 tank acting as a recovery vehicle. 

Sturmgeschutz-Abteilung 278 

Formed in August 1943, little is known about this unit. During the summer 
battles, the battalion was attached to the Third Romanian Army of Army 
Group South and was almost completely destroyed during the battles of 
August. From September until the end of the year, the battalion was refitting 
in Burg in Germany and in January 1945, was absorbed by Sturmgeschutz- 
Brigade 232. 

Sturmgeschutz-Abteilung 279 

Formed in July 1943, this battalion was severly battered in the battles in the 
Crimea in May 1944 and withdrawn to Germany to be rebuilt. By August, the 
battalion was back at the front attached to 4.Armee with twenty 
Sturmgeschutz III and ten Sturmhaubitze 42 on hand - although a small 
number of these were not considered combat ready. In 1945, the battalion 
was involved in the fighting in East Prussia. In February 1944, the battalion 
had been renamed Sturmgeschutz-Brigade 279. 

Sturmgeschutz-Abteilung 280 

Formed in Germany in August 1943, by the early months of1944 the battalion 
- by then re-named Sturmgeschutz-Brigade 280 - was engaged in the fierce 
defensive battles around Kiev in the Ukraine. During April 1944, the battalion 
was briefly attached to the 9.SS Panzer-Division Flohenstaufen, and took part 
in the attempt to relieve Tarnopol, suffering heavy casualties. Ordered to 
Denmark to refit, the battalion spent the rest of the war on the Western Front. 

Sturmgeschutz-Abteilung 281 

Formed in October 1943, the battalion was re-named Sturmgeschutz-Brigade 
281 early in 1944. In June of that year, the battalion was attached to Army 
Group Centre's 3.Panzerarmee and located near Vitebsk with twenty-nine 
assault guns on hand. In September, the battalion was disbanded and used to 
form Artillerie-Pak-Abteilung 1052, a towed anti-tank gun unit which was 
completely destroyed in France. 

Sturmgeschutz-Abteilung 286 

Formed in August 1943, the battalion spent the last months of the year in 
France until December when it was transferred to the East. Throughout 1944, 


the battalion was under the orders of Army Group Centre and took part in the 
fighting in the Ukraine. In May 1945, the battalion was part of Army Group 
Ostmark. 

Sturmgeschutz-Abteilung 300 

Formed in October 1943, the battalion trained in France until December when 
it was transferred to the Eastern front. In February 1944, the battalion was 
renamed Sturmgeschutz-Brigade 300 and by April was under the command of 
Army Group North Ukraine. During late 1944 or early 1945, the battalion 
received three Panzer IV/70(A) tank destroyers. In the early months of 1945 
the battalion was used to form Kampgruppe Gruber with parts of 
Sturmgeschutz-Ersatz und Ausbildung-Abteilung 300 and 3.Batterie, Fleeres- 
Sturmartillerie-Brigade 184 and is reported to have had fifteen 
Sturmgeschutz IV assault guns on hand, although all were in need of repair. In 
April 1945, the battalion was renamed Fleeres-Sturmartillerie-Brigade 300. 

Sturmgeschutz-Abteilung 301 

Formed in October 1943, partly from the remnants of Sturmgeschutz- 
Abteilung 243 which had been destroyed at Stalingrad, the battalion was 
transferred to the East in February 1944 and renamed Sturmgeschutz-Brigade 
301. The first battery was detached from the battalion and was destroyed in 
the fighting around Tarnopol. The remainder of the brigade was assigned to 
l.Panzerarmee. In September 1944, the battalion was transferred to Slovakia 
and the following month was moved to Krakow in Poland for refitting. During 
late 1944 or early 1945, the battalion received three Panzer IV/70(A) tank 
destroyers. A planned fourth battery was not achieved and the battalion 
returned to the front in January 1945. In that month it was reported that the 
battalion had one operational Sturmgeschutz IV assault gun on hand. 

Sturmgeschutz-Abteilung 303 

Formed in October 1943, the battalion spent the remainder of the year 
training in France and before leaving for the east was issued with thirty 
Sturmgeschutz III and twelve Sturmhaubitze 42. At least one authoritative 
source states that the battalion arrived in Northern Russia in January without 
any vehicles. In June 1944, the battalion was attached to Armeeabteilung 
Narva and during that month, together with 122.lnfanterie-Division, was 
transferred to Finland in an effort to support Germany's ally. Before the 
battalion left Russia authorisation had been received for a fourth battery 
however this was not realised until the autumn when the battalion was 
already operating in Finland. In September 1944, after being withdrawn from 
Finland, the battalion was attached to Panzerverband von Lauchert (formerly 
Panzerverband von Strachwitz) to reinforce Army Group North's 

3. Panzerarmee. In October 1944, the battalion was re-named Fleeres- 
Sturmartillerie-Brigade 303. In November 1944, the battalion was assigned 
to 6.Armee in Flungary and here in January 1945, briefly came under the 
command of IV.SS-Panzerkorps. 

Sturmgeschutz-Abteilung 311 

Formed in November 1943, the battalion arrived on the Eastern front in March 
of the following year and was immediately in action in the Tarnopol area 
(present day Ternopil) in the Ukraine in support of 2.SS-Panzer-Division Das 
Reich. After suffering particularly heavy casualties, the battalion was 
withdrawn some 60 kilometres to the west to Berezhany to be reformed and 
was once again at the front in July. The battalion had been renamed 
Sturmgeschutz-Brigade 311 in February 1944 and it is usually assumed to 
have been equipped with Sturmgeschutz IV assault guns in its three batteries. 
Other, authoritative sources, give figures of twenty-two Sturmgeschutz III and 
nine Sturmhaubitze 42 as being on hand in early 1944 and this is almost 
certainly correct. The battalion ended the war in the besieged city of Wroclaw 
in Poland with a single surviving assault gun. 

Sturmgeschutz-Abteilung 322 

Formed in November 1943, possibly around a cadre from 3.Batterie, 
Sturmgeschutz-Abteilung 184, by February of the following year this unit had 
been renamed Sturmgeschutz-Brigade 322. Rushed to the front in March, the 
battalion's second battery was deployed to Tarnopol while the remainder of 
the battalion was sent to the area around Brody, near Lviv in present day 
Ukraine. In October 1944, the battalion was attached to LVI.Panzerkorps of 

4. Panzerarmee under Army Group A where it remained until January 1945, 
when the battalion was disbanded, the surviving personnel and equipment 
being absorbed into Sturmgeschutz-Brigade 210 and Sturmgeschutz-Brigade 
911. 

Sturmgeschutz-Abteilung 325 

Formed in April 1943 from a cadre of l.Batterie, Sturmgeschutz-Abteilung 
912 the battalion was sent to the front in April 1944, and took part in the 
fighting around Jassy in Romania in support of the Romanian Guards Infantry 
Division as part of Army Group South Ukraine. In August, the battalion was 
attached to Armeegruppe Woehler, a large ad hoc formation commanded by 
General Otto Woehler, which at that time contained units of the German 
8.Armee and the Romanian 4th Army and was fighting a major withdrawal 
action in the southern Ukraine, retreating into Romania. The battalion was 
almost completely destroyed in the fighting here and by December, the 
survivors, who had escaped on foot, regrouped in Flungary and were able to 
form a single battery - l.Batterie, Sturmgeschutz-Brigade 325. In 1945, the 
battalion took part in the fighting in Flungary and ended the war in Austria. 
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Sturmgeschutz-Brigade 393 

Formed in March 1944, the battalion was assigned to Army Group North in 
June or July 1944, and stationed around Daugvapils, formerly Dunaburg, in 
Latvia. In August, the battalion was attached to 18.Armee and the following 
month the first battery was detached and placed under the command of 
Armeeabteilung Narva, a large ad hoc formation made up of Army and 
Waffen SS units which became Armeeabteilung Grosser on 25 September 
1944. In January 1945, the battalion had at least one Soviet T-34 tank acting 
as a Bergepanzer with twenty-three Sturmgeschutz III assault guns, although 
only eighteen were combat ready. The battalion also had eight operational 
Sturmhaubitze 42 with a further three in need of repair. At the end of 1944, 
the battalion was renamed Heeres-Sturmartillerie-Brigade 393 and ended 
the war fighting in the Kurland Pocket in May 1945. 

Sturmgeschutz-Brigade 395 

Formed in May 1944, this battalion saw limited service on the Eastern front 
until July when it was disbanded. Together with the remnants of 
Sturmgeschutz-Brigade 396, the survivors of this battalion were used to form 
Sturmgeschutz-Abteilungen 1550, 1551, 1552, 1553, 1558 and 1559. 
Thesecompany sized units were not allocated to Jager divisions as is 
sometimes stated but were intended for the Grenadier divisions that were 
being raised in late 1944 and numbered in the 500 series. What became of 
these vehicles is uncertain as only 551.Grenadier-Division seems to have 
received its Panzer jager battalion which in August 1944 had eight 
Sturmgeschutz III assault guns on hand. 


renamed Fleeres-Sturmartillerie-Brigade 600 and by early 1945 was fighting 
in the Kurland Pocket where it ended the war in May. In January 1945, the 
battalion had at least two Soviet T-34 tanks acting as Bergepanzer recovery 
vehicles with twenty-four Sturmgeschutz III assault guns, although only 
twenty of the latter were operational. The battalion also had nine operational 
Sturmhaubitze 42 with a further 3 in maintenance. Also, at this time the 
battalion was allocated two Sturmgeschutz IV assault guns although these 
never arrived. 

Sturmgeschutz-Abteilung 667 

Formed in June 1942, this battalion was almost completely wiped out during 
the Russian summer offensive in June 1944. During the autumn of that year 
the battalion was rebuilt, partly from the remnants of Sturmgeschutz- 
Brigade 245, and spent the remainder of the war on the Western Front. 
During late 1944 or early 1945, the battalion received three Panzer IV/70(A) 
tank destroyers. In early June 1944, the battalion had been renamed Heeres- 
Sturmartillerie-Brigade 667. Interestingly, during this unit's service in Russia 
it had contained two batteries ofPzkw II ausfL tanks. 

Sturmgeschutz-Batterie 741 

Formed in Finland in January 1943, using volunteers from a number of 
independent tank platoons that had been stationed there, this unit was 
caught in the encirclement of l.Panzerarmee in April, and was so badly 
mauled that it was withdrawn to Saarbrucken in Germany and disbanded in 
July. Most of the surviving crews and vehicles were absorbed by 
Sturmgeschutz-Brigade 394 with the surplus personnel being allocated to the 
replacement pool. 


Sturmgeschutz-Abteilung 600 

Formed in July 1940, this unit was almost completely destroyed in the fighting 
of late 1943 and early 1944. The battalion was rebuilt and sent back to the 
front in November 1944, when its third battery, with nine assault guns, was 
attached to 4.Panzer-Division. In the autumn of 1944, the battalion was 


Sturmgeschutz-Brigade 901 

Although this unit was listed in the official German Army Order of Battle for 
1945, there is no other evidence for its existence. A similarly titled unit, 
Sturmgeschutz-Lehr-Batterie 901, served in Russia from December 1942 until 
March 1943. 



At far right, a photograph of 
Oberleutnant Ludwig Bertram, a 
company commander with 
Sturmgeschutz-Abteilung 237 and at 
centre right, Hauptmann Rolf Due, the 
commander of l.Kompanie, Panzerjager- 
Abteilung 19 of 19.Panzer-Division. Both 
wear the Feldgrau version of the black 
Panzer jacket authorised in 1940 for use 
by the crews of self-propelled guns and 
assault artillery units. Both officers also 
wear - against regulations - the black 
collar tabs and white metal Totenkopf 
badge of the tank troops. Shown here is 
the Feldgrau, piped red version which 
had been authorised for this uniform, but 
replaced in January 1943 with the 
mouse-grey braid as worn on the 1940 
field uniform on a rectangular patch of 
Feldgrau cloth, piped in red. An example 
of the latter is also shown here which, 
unusually, incorporates the Totenkopf. 
Officially, from January 1943, officers 
wore the familiar aluminium woven 
collar Litzen highlighted with the branch 
of service colour, or Waffenfarbe. 
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Above, left: ASturmgeschutz III ousfG - o later model identified by the Topfblende gun mantlet. The uniforms of the men in the photograph would suggest that 
this vehicle may be from an infantry Panzerjager company or a training establishment. Of note is the unusual pattern of application ofZimmerit paste on the 
hull schurzen. At right: A page from an army instruction manual explaining the differences in appearance of the rounds for the 7.5cm gun. In addition to 
detailed notations, shells were colour coded with, for example, black denoting armour piercing rounds and field grey identifying high explosive. 




Sturmgeschutz-Abteilung 904 

Formed in December 1942, this unit was assigned to 2.Armee of Army Group 
Centre in June 1944. In July, with only fourteen Sturmgeschutz III assault guns 
on hand, the battalion was attached to 4.Panzer-Division which was itself 
part ofGruppe Harteneck - sometimes referred to as Korpsgruppe Harteneck - 
an ad hoc unit commanded by General Gustav von Harteneck which also 
contained 4.Kavallerie-Brigade and the remnants of 29.lnfanterie-Division. 
The battalion remained with 2.Armee until spring 1945 when it disappears 
from the records. In January 1945, the battalion reported that nineteen 
Sturmgeschutz III and thirteen Sturmhaubitze 42 were on hand. It is also 
possible that at about the same time, the battalion received a small number 
of Sturmgeschutz IV vehicles, although by this stage of the conflict the 
fighting had reached Neidenburg in East Prussia (modern Nidzica in Poland) 
and the assault guns may have come from the Mielau training facility, which 
was close by, and been temporarily placed under the battalion's command. 
In February 1944, the battalion had been renamed Sturmgeschutz-Brigade 
904. 

Sturmgeschutz-Abteilung 905 

Formed in December 1942, by the time of the Soviet offensive in June 1944, 
this battalion was supporting the 4th Romanian Army as part of Army Group 
South Ukraine having been renamed Heeres-Sturmgeschutz-Brigade 905 in 
February. The battalion was destroyed in the fighting between Jassy and 
Kishinev in August 1944 and reformed later that year as Heeres- 
Sturmartillerie-Brigade 905. During late 1944 or early 1945, the battalion 
received three Panzer IV/70(A) tank destroyers. The battalion spent the last 
months of the war on the Western front. 

Sturmgeschutz-Abteilung 909 

Formed in January 1943, this unit was attached to 16.Armee of Army Group 
North in June 1944. At that time the battalion was able to report that it had 
twenty-one Sturmgeschutz III and eight Sturmhaubitze 42 on hand. In July, 
the battalion received a fourth battery and was attached to 3.Panzerarmee. 
In September, the battalion was part of Army Group North before being 
transferred to Army Group Centre in October. In January 1945, the first 
battery was detached to form part of Panzer-Brigade 111. The battalion 
ended the war fighting in East Prussia. In February 1944, the battalion had 
been renamed Sturmgeschutz-Brigade 909. 

Sturmgeschutz-Abteilung 911 

Formed in February 1943, this unit was attached to 6.Armee of Army Group 
South Ukraine in June 1944 when the Soviet offensive began. In August 1944, 
the battalion was completely destroyed in Romania and later reformed in 
Germany with three Sturmgeschutz batteries and one Begleitgrenadier 
Batterie. During late 1944 or early 1945, the battalion received three Panzer 
IV/70(A) tank destroyers. In December 1944, the battalion was attached to 
the newly formed Fuhrer-Grenadier-Brigade with thirty-four Sturmgeschutz 
III on hand. 

Sturmgeschutz-Abteilung 912 

Formed in February 1943, this unit was attached to X.Armeekorps of 
16.Armee with Army Group North when the Soviet offensive began in June 


1944. In September ; the battalion was under the control of Gruppe General 
Kleffel, a corps-sized ad hoc unit which also contained 19.Waffen-Grenadier- 
Division derSS - made up of Latvian volunteers - and 93.lnfanterie-Division. By 
December 1944, the battalion was attached to ll.Infanterie-Division in the 
Kurland Pocket and at about this time, was renamed Heeres-Sturmartillerie- 
Brigade 912. In January 1945, the battalion had twenty-seven Sturmgeschutz 
III on hand with a further six in repair. Also available were eleven operational 
Sturmhaubitze 42. The battalion ended the war fighting as part of Army Group 
Kurland in May 1945. 

Sturmgeschutz-Abteilung 1170 

Formed in March 1945, this battalion was made up of three gun batteries and 
an escort battery, or Begleitgrenadier-Batterie. This organisation was 
normally used with the Sturmartillerie brigades. The first battery was raised 
from the remnants of Sturmgeschutz-Brigade 322 and the fourth from 
Sturmgeschutz-Brigade 278. The remainder of the battalion was made up 
from personnel of Sturmgeschutz-Brigade 249. In April 1945, the battalion 
was permanently attached to Infanterie-Division Scharnhorst. 

Heeres-Sturmartillerie-Brigade 1178 

The formation of this battalion was not completed by the end of the war in 
May 1945, and there is even some question as to its existence. 

Sturmgeschutz-Abteilung 1180 

Little is known about this unit other than that it was in action in Budapest in 

1945. 

During the war the supply of replacements to the Army's assault gun units was 
undertaken by the Sturmgeschutz-Ersatz und Ausbildung-Abteilungen. For 
administrative purposes Germany was divided into a number of military 
districts, or Wehrkreis, and each replacement battalion was assigned several 
districts from which it could draw personnel. These districts were added to 
during the war as large sections of occupied Europe - particularly those areas 
that had been German possessions before 1919 - were included as potential 
recruiting areas. Each battalion was responsible for certain brigades and 
where these are known they are shown. Note that some operational units are 
listed as drawing replacementsfrom more than one source. 

Sturmgeschutz-Ersatz und Ausbildung-Abteilung 200 

Originally situated at Schweinfurt in Wehrkreis XIII, this unit was formed in 
March 1941, by reorganising Sturmgeschutz -Abteilung 204 which was being 
raised at that time. In April 1944, the unit was transferred to the Schieratz 
Truppenubungsplatz in Wehrkreis XXI and in December of that year, renamed 
Sturmgeschutz-Ersatz und Ausbildung-Abteilung 200. Replacements were 
drawn from Wehrkreise V, VII, XII, XIII and later from XXL The unit was 
responsible for Abteilungen 177,184,189,190,191,192, 201, 202, 203, 204, 
209, 210, 226, 237, 243, 244, 245, 249, 270, 278, 393, 428, 600, 904, 905, 907, 
912 and the assault gun battalion of the Grofideutschland division. At the end 
of January 1945, the unit was officially disbanded. 
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continued on page 10 




Taken from the same series of photographs as the image depicted on page 3, these pictures 
offer both a front and side view of what is probably this battery's command assault gun. This 
vehicle is also shown and discussed in the illustration section on page 16. The gun support - 
clearly visible in the bottom photograph on the hull front, just to the left of the headlight - 
confirms the date to at least post-June 1944 when this modification was introduced. Note 
also the use of the Winterketten track extensions on all vehicles. These were developed in 
1942 and were in fact intended for use on snow and ice as their name would suggest but 
would probably have been just as effective in the marshy terrain of Byelorussia and eastern 
Poland. They should not be confused with Ostketten which, although similar in appearance, 
were a special wider track and not merely an extension. 



9 










Sturmgeschutz-Ersatz und Ausbildung-Abteilung 300 

Located at the Neisse Truppenubungsplatz in Wehrkreis VIII', this unit was 
raised as the Sturmgeschutz-Ersatz-Abteilung 300 from the Artillerieschule- 
Kommand in December 1941. Replacements came from Wehrkreise VIIIXVII, 
XVIII and the protectorate of Bohmen und Mahren and the unit was 
responsible for Abteilungen 177,189, 202, 209, 228, 232, 236, 239, 242, 244, 
245, 270, 279, 286, 303, 395, 667, 902, 905, 909, 911, Sturmgeschutz- 
Abteilung Burg and the assault gun battalion of the Grofideutschland 
division. In April 1943, the unit was renamed Sturmgeschutz-Ersatz und 
Ausbildung-Abteilung 300. In February 1945, the personnel of this unit, 
together with 3.Batterie, Heeres-Sturmartillerie-Brigade 184, were used to 
form Kampfgruppe Gruber which was eventually employed to reinforce 
Sturmgeschutz-Brigade 300. 

Sturmgeschutz-Ersatz und Ausbildung-Abteilung 400 

Formed as Sturmgeschutz-Ersatz-Abteilung 400 at the Juterbog 
Truppenubungsplatz in Wehrkreis III in December 1942, this unit was 
transferred to the Truppenubungsplatz Deba-Sud in the Polish 
Generalgouvernement shortly thereafter. Replacements were drawn from 
Wehrkreise II and VI. In April 1943, the unit was renamed as Sturmgeschutz- 
Ersatz und Ausbildung-Abteilung 400 and transferred to Aalborg in Denmark 
and came under the command of Wehrmachtsbefehlshaber Danemark. In 
January 1945, the unit was renamed Abteilung zur Sturm-Artillerie-Ersatz- 
und Ausbildungs-Abteilung 400. The unit was responsible for Abteilungen 
200,259,277,280,300,396,904 and 905. 

Sturmgeschutz-Ersatz und Ausbildung-Abteilung 500 

Formed in July 1943, from a cadre of Sturmgeschutz-Ersatz-Abteilung 200, 
this unit was situated at the Schweinfurt Truppenubungsplatz in Wehrkreis 
XIII. This battalion's replacements came from Wehrkreise II, IX and XI. In 
August 1943, the unit was transferred to the Burg-bei Magdeburg 
Truppenubungsplatz in Wehrkreis XI and in November of the same year, 
moved to the Posen-Warthelager Truppenubungsplatz in Wehrkreis XXI. In 
January 1945, a number of the unit's personnel were assigned to combat 
units that were preparing to defend Warthegau. The unit was responsible for 
Abteilungen 261,276,279,281,301,322,397,398 and 914. 


Sturmgeschutz-Ersatz und Ausbildung-Abteilung 600 

Originally raised in Wehrkreis VIII in July 1943, this unit was almost 
immediately transferred to the Deutsch-Eylau Truppenubungsplatz in 
Wehrkreis XX. This battalion's replacements came from Wehrkreise I, IV, XX, 
XXI and the Generalgouvernement of Poland. In 1945, the unit was still 
operating as a training and replacement establishment at the Altengrabow 
Truppenubungsplatz. The unit was responsible for Abteilungen 276,279,303, 
311,325,341 and394. 

Sturmgeschutz-Ersatz und Ausbildung-Abteilung 700 

Formed in January 1945, this unit was located at the Altengrabow 
Truppenubungsplatz, Wehrkreis III. As this unit was raised for the purpose of 
local defence from the staff of Sturmgeschutz-Ersatz und Ausbildungs- 
Abteilung 200, it is possible that it did not undertake the training of any units 
before the war ended. 

The German Army maintained specialist training schools that provided 
personnel for each branch of the service. As the assault gun units were 
controlled by the artillery inspectorate the crews were initially trained at 
artillery schools, however by 1943 an establishment dedicated to the training 
of assault gun crews had been created just outside Torgau in eastern 
Germany. After the disastrous losses suffered on the Russian Front during the 
summer of 1944, many training establishments and schools were gradually 
stripped of their equipment and staffs which were formed into combat units. 
The Sturmgeschutzschule was no exception and those units that are known to 
have been formed from the training personnel are listed below. 

Sturmartillerieschule 

Established in July 1943, this formation was originally based in the town of 
Zinna, near Torgau on the Elbe River in Wehrkreis XI. The Army's 
Artillerieschule II was based nearby at Juterbog and personnel from this 
school were used to form the Sturmartillerieschule. Its original establishment 
consisted of a Lehrstab and a Sturmartillerie-Lehr-Abteilung. In 1944, the 
school was transferred to the Burg bei Magdeburg Truppenubungsplatz and 
renamed Sturmgeschutzschule Burg. 

. continued on page 23 



At left: A crewman using the Scherenfernrohr, or scissor binoculars - standard equipment on all assault guns. At right: Shells for the 10.5cm gun are loaded 
aboard a Sturmhaubitze 42. Note the concrete armour applied to the superstructure on either side of the main gun. Extra protection was commonly used in 
conjunction with the concrete and evidence of a track link can be seen to the left and directly above the driver's visor. At bottom: The General Assault Badge. 
Instituted in June 1940, this decoration was awarded to those who had participated in an infantry attack but were not part of an infantry unit. As the war 
progressed awards were introduced for25,50, 75 and 100 actions. 


10 







HEM 


Sturmhaubitze 42. l.Batterie, leichte-Sturmgeschutz-Brigade 190. 

Byelorussia, spring 1944. Many vehicles of this battalion featured the 
rack on the rear hull which by this time was a standard modification. 
Note that the vehicle at right has two large wooden planks fitted to 
the rear to prevent the crew's stowage being lost. At left is the tactical 
sign for an assault artillery unit which would seem to have been 
painted onto most vehicle's of this battalion. The pennant , which 
would normally indicate a battalion command 
Incorporates theZug or platoon number. 


1 




Sturmgeschutz III ausf G. l.Batterie, leichte-Sturmgeschutz-Brigade 
190. The photograph at right of the vehicle numbered 101 probably 
indicates that this battalion was organised with batteries of fourteen 
guns each- the command element in those batteries having two guns (see 
also page 2). This would also confirm the date to sometime after 1 June 
1944. Note that the tactical sign shown above and on the assault gun 
below is also visible forward of the number. At left is the battalion's unit 
insignia. 



Sturmgeschutz III ausf G. Unit uncertain but possibly Sturmgeschutz-Abteilung 190. 

Photographed in the same area as the two assault guns depicted above, this vehicle is almost 
certainly from the same battalion although it is unusual in having no markings. At left is 
another view of the arrangement of the Schurzen which, with slight variation, would seem to 
have been common to all the battalion's assault guns. Also shown is an enlarged view of the 
method of securing the armour plates to the hull. Each plate pivotted on a section of pipe which 
was welded to the mudguard and was secured by a metal pin and a large 'washer' which was 
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Sturmgeschiitz III ausf G. Sturmgeschutz-Brigade 303. Finland, summer 1944. 

Photographed in the streets of Lappeenranta on 1 July 1944, this vehicle is part of 
the military aid sent to Finland in the summer. Of note is the concrete armour on 
the superstructure front and around the commander's cupola. Also of interest are 
the metal brackets welded to the hull side and the large white W painted on the 
left front fender. 

\ / 
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Sturmgeschiitz III ausf G. 3.Batterie, Sturmgeschutz-Brigade 303. Finland, summer 1944. 

Photographed during the fighting for the Klipeejoki road during the Battle of lhantala on 30 June 
1944, this vehicle - like many of this battalion - has a rack bolted to the hull side above the roadwheels 
to hold sections of track. The assault guns of this battalion are shown and discussed further on page 



Sturmgeschiitz III ausf F/8. Sturmgeschiitz-Abteilung 303. Finland, summer 1944. Most, if not all, the assault guns 
of this battalion carried at least one log on the hull and although these may have been intended to provide at least 
some protection from armour-piercing rounds, it is likely that their primary purpose was to help extricate bogged 
vehiclesfrom the marshy terrain of the Karelian Isthmus. 


Above: The battalion's 
colourful unit insignia. 
Although it was most 
definitely carried by the 
unit's transport vehicles it is (ft 
unlikely that the assault 
guns used it. 
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Sturmgeschutz III ausf G. Probably Sturmgeschutz-Brigade 191. Belgrade, October 1944. This unit's first 
andthird batteries fought to hold the city as part of Kampfgruppe Wittman and it seems likely that the 
identification with this battalion is correct. However ; one eye-witness account states that SS-Sturmgeschutz- 
Abteilung 105 commanded by Obersturmfuhrer Paletta operated several assault guns in its Sturmgeschutz- 
Batterie 1007 and fought within the city. As the unit insignia in our photograph is guite unclear ; a connection to 


At left: The unit insignia of 
Sturmgeschutz-Abteilung 191. 


Sturmgeschutz III ausf G. Unit unknown. Byelorussia, summer 1944. We have 
unfortunately been unable to identify this colourfully marked assault gun 
which was photographed very shortly after the initial onslaught of Operation 
Bagration. 



Sturmgeschutz III ausf G. Unit unknown. Poland, autumn 1944. Although we have 
been unable to identify the unit to which this vehicle belongs with any ceratinty, 
Sturmgeschutz-Brigade 209 was operating in Poland at this time with Army Group 
Centre and did - rather unusually - use letters to identify individual vehicles. Note the 
large wooden sheet wedged between the crews gear and the spare wheels. At far left 
is the tactical symbol denoting an assault artillery unit. 
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Sturmgeschutz III ausf G. 367.lnfanterie-Division. Ukraine, April-May 1944. 

Although this vehicle is often identified with a Funklenk, or radio controlled 
demolition unit - almost certainly due to the large stowage box - it is in fact one of 
the assault guns operated by the division's Panzerjager-Abteilung 367. Note that 
the large number 127 has been repeated on the superstructure 


have been involved in the 
fighting here, and 
operating assault guns, 
were Sturmgeschutz- 
Brigaden 249, 276, 280, 
300 and the Panzerjager- 
Abteilung of lOl.Jager- 
Division. 


Sturmgeschutz III ausf F.8. Unit unknown. 
Chernivtsi, Ukraine, March 1944. The town 
of Chernivtsi was central to the fighting for 
the Kamyenets-Podolskyi Pocket where 
l.Panzerarmee was encircled north of the 
Dniester river. Units known to 





The unit insignia shown below all 
relate to formations that are 
discussed further in the main 
text. Due to the limited space 
available, most names have been 
abbreviated and the reader 
should refer to the entry for each 
unit were the correct and full 
titles are given for a particular 
date. 


Sturmgeschutz III ausf F.8. Unit unknown. 
Sevastopol, summer 1944. Photographed in 
a vehicle dump in the Crimea shortly after the 
initial Russian advance, this vehicle is typical 


of the earliermodels thatsoldiered on 
Until the end of the war. 





Sturmgeschutz-Abt. 189 


78.Sturm-Division 


Sturmgeschutz-Abt.279 



Fieeres-Sturmart.Brig.245 


Sturmgeschutz-Abt.243 
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Below: Sturmgeschiitz III ausf G. 
4.Kompanie, Panzer-Abteilung 
(Funklenk) 302. This exotic 
camouflage scheme was seen on at 
least two of the battalion's assault 
guns during the Warsaw battles. 
Note that the vehicles number ; 429, 
does not have the outline clearly 
visible on 413. 


Sturmgeschiitz III ausf G. 4.Kompanie, Panzer-Abteilung (Funklenk) 302. Formed in June 
1944, from Funlenk companies 311,315,316 and 317, the battalion was sent to the east and by 
August was able to field three Pzkw IV tanks and forty Sturmgeschiitz III assault guns which 
acted as command and control vehiclesforthe battalion's Borgward IV demolition vehicles. On 
15 March 1945 the battalion reported that only 3 assault guns were still operational. This unit 
ended the war fighting in East Prussia. 


The large wooden box on the hull rear contained the radio eguipment which remotely 
controlled the Borgward demolition vehicles. The dark outline applied to the Balkenkreuz 
marking seems to have been common to most of the battalion's vehicles. 



Sturmgeschiitz III ausf G. 
3.Kompanie, Panzer-Abteilung 
(Funklenk) 302. All the available 
photographs suggest that the 
method of displaying the vehicles 
number shown here was 
common throughout the third 
company and at least one vehicle 
displayed the tactical sign shown 
at far left. 


Above: Vehicles of 3.Kompanie photographed in 
Marszalka Ferdinanda Focha Street near the Potocki 
Palace in Warsaw. 
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In the photograph on which our 
illustration is based the box 
overhangs the mudguard by at 
least half its width - perhaps six to 
nine inches - and this is 
undoubtedly the reason the hull 
Schurzen have not be attached to 
this vehicle. 


Sturmgeschutz III ausf G. Panzer-Abteilung 
(Funklenk)302. Photographed near the corner ofSanguszki 
and Koniktorska streets in Warsawthis vehicle may be from 
the battalion's second company. Note the large box on the 
side of the hull near the air-intake used to house the radio 
equipment which remotely controlled the Borward 
demolition vehicles. 



Above: Sturmgeschiitz III ausf F/8. Ersatz- 
Sturmgeschiitz-Brigade 200. Warsaw, August 
1944. A brigade in name only, this unit operated 
three elderly assault guns during the Warsaw 


Uprising in late 1944, 
including the vehicles 
shown here, and another 
model armed with the ^ 
short 7.5cm main gun Ci f 
which cannot be identified 41^-^ 
with any certainty from the mKL J S 

photographs we have been 
able to examine.The 
significance of this vehicle's 
number, 284, is unknown and would seem 
indicated that this assault gun had been 
inherited from a combat unit. Note that an 
earlier number has been over-painted. 


At right: Sturmgeschutz III ausf C. 
Ersatz-Sturmgeschutz-Brigade 200. 
Warsaw, August 1944. 


Sturmgeschutz III ausf G. Unit uncertain but possibly 3.SS-Panzer-Division 
Totenkopf. East of Warsaw, August 1944. The photograph on which our 
illustration is based is often associated with SS-Sturmgeschutz-Abteilung 5 of 
the Wiking division however that formation lost all it assault guns in 
February 1944 during the Cherkassy breakout and 
_ was disbanded in thefollowingJune. 


Our identification is based 
on the presence of so many 
Waffen SS infantrymen in 
our photograph and it's 
location. The large amount 
of foliage carried on the 
original vehicle has been 
deliberately omitted from 
our drawing to better 
shown the camouflage 
pattern. 
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Below: Sturmgeschutz IV. 4.SS-Polizei-Panzergrenadier-Division. Probably 
Romania, autumn 1944. Both the assault guns shown below are from SS-Panzer- 
Abteilung 4 which received forty-two of these vehicles during April 1944. The 
assault guns were organised into three companies while the battalion 
headguarters was eguipped with three Panzerbefehlswagen IV command tanks. 
By September the division was part of Army Group South Ukraine and took part in 
the battles near Turnu-Severin and the fighting for the Solnok bridgehead in 
Romania. At far right is the division's unit insignia, although it is doubtful that it 
was used by the battalion's assault guns. 



Sturmgeschutz III ausfG. Sturmgeschutz-Brigade 322. Eastern Front, summer 1944. This 
short-lived formation arrived in the east in March 1944 and by January 1945, after 
suffering heavy casualties, had been disbanded. The camouflage scheme applied to the 
hull and superstructure is quite conventional and seems to be comprised of a soft mottling 
ofOlivgrun and Rotbraun on the Dunkelgelb base. The paint applied to the hull Schurzen 
however has the appearance of almost being drawn on, being made up of short, heavily 
concentrated strokes of a dark colour. The barrel is a solid, dark colour which is depicted 
here as dark grey but could just as easily be a red-oxide primer. At far left is the battalion's 
unit insignia, however the only marking visible in the photograph on which our illustration 
is based is the tactical sign denoting the command of an assault artillery unit. 
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Sturmgeschutz IV. 122.lnfanterie-Division. Finland, summer 1944. The division had 
a number of these vehicles on hand with its Panzerjager-Abteilung when it was sent 
to Finland in June. Tasked with securing the northern coast it is probable that the 
assault guns were never used in combat. 

Although it is reported that battalion's 
Sturmgeschutz IV were camouflaged 

£f£i 


with broad bands of 
Olivgrun and Rotbraun, 
the example in the 
photograph on which 
our illustration is based 
would seem to be in a 
plain Dunkelgelb. This 
unit is discussed further 
on page 25. 



barrel of the main gun is unusual. 
Note that the concrete armour 
on the commander's cupola 
extends almost to the back. 


Sturmgeschutz III ausf G. Unit unknown. Eastern 
Front, mid-1944. Although this unit cannot be 
identified, it is almost certainly - judging by the 
crews uniform details - a Sturmgeschutz battalion. 
The application of the vehicle's number to the 



Sturmgeschutz III ausf G. SS- 
Panzerjager-Abteilung 54. Eastern 
Front, mid-1944. 

Commanded by Oberscharfuhrer 
Johannes Cuypers this vehicle was 
destroyed in the retreat through the 
Baltic nations. The crew, luckily, 
escaped unharmed. 


At right: Sturmgeschutz III ausf G. SS-Panzerjdger-Abteilung 54. Eastern Front, mid- 
1944. Composed of Dutch volunteers - twenty-three receiving the Knight's Cross - this 
battalion was heavily involved in the fighting around Narva in Estonia and by 
September had been reduced to four assault guns. During the previous 
month the battalion had been permanently attached to 
4.SS-Freiwillgen-Panzergrenadier-Brigade Nederland. 

Qj>s 


At left: The unit insignia of4.SS-Freiwillgen-Panzergrenadier-Brigade Nederland and the Waffen SS pattern 
arm shield worn by Dutch volunteers 
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At left and below: Sturmgeschutz III ausfG. 3.Batterie, Heeres-Sturmartillerie- 
Brigade 600. Poland, autumn 1944. The wooden object fitted to the left hand 
side of this vehicle's hull is something of a mystery. It appears to be some kind of 
base and is marked with the gun's number 333. The remainder of the notation is 
unfortunately largely illegible but does contain the German word Werk 
suggesting that it may have some relevance to the battalion's maintenance unit. 
Note the wooden planks wedged at the back of the hull stowage rack, a common 
site on these vehicles and obviously intended to keep the crew's gear in place. 



lB£3- - 

Below: Unit insignia of Heeres- 
Sturmartillerie-Brigade 600. 


Below: Sturmgeschutz III ausf G. 1 Batterie, Heeres-Sturmartillerie-Brigade 600. Poland, autumn 1944. This vehicle 
features the concrete re-inforcment added to the front of the crew compartment on either side of the main gun. Note that 
the camouflage extends only to the areas that are easily visible, that is, the main gun, Schurzen and drive sprocket. 

f 




Above: An overhead view of 
the concrete armour applied 
to the superstructure of the 
vehicle shown at right. Note 
that the concrete has - rather 
superflously - been coated 
withZimmerit. 


Below: Sturmgeschutz III ausf C. Unit unknown. Eastern Front, August 1944. Typical of 
many of the older models that were maintained to the end of the war this vehicle has been 
updated with concrete armour, Zimmerit anti-magnetic mine paste and hull Schurzen. Note 
that the front panel of the latter has been deliberately omitted from our illustration to allow 
a better view of the hull and superstructure but is however present in the very clear 
photograph on which our drawing is based. The date is also confirmed by a notation on the 
photograph. Note the elaborate stowage rack on the rear hull. 
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Sturmgeschutz III ausfG. 46.lnfanterie-Division. Hungary; late 1944. This division's Panzerjager-Abteilung 52 was made up of three companies , the second 
being equipped with Sturmgeschutz III assault guns and referred to as Sturmgeschutz-Abteilung 1052. As a matter of interest the first company was 
equipped with towed anti-tank guns and the third was an anti-aircraft company. In late 1944, for a short period, the battalion - or at least the Sturmgeschutz 
company - was attached to Panzer-Division Feldherrnhalle and took part in the defensive battles in Hungary. Contrary to what has been previously 
published, the battalion was not used to form the Panzerjager-Abteilung of the Feldherrnhalle division, which was in fact equipped with Jagdpanzer38 tank 
destroyers. Both vehicles shown here are later model versions with the Topfblende gun mantlet which was incorporated into production from November 
1943. Note the extensive use of sections of track as additional armour. 





Sturmhaubitz 42. Unit uncertain. Hungary; autumn 1944. This illustration is based on a well known photograph which usually identifies this vehicle with 
Sturmgeschutz-Brigade 237. The presence of Hungarion troops in the photograph would seem to confirm the time and location however Sturmgeschutz- 
Abteilung 237 was withdrawn from the front in July 1944 and disbanded, 
its personnel being used to form Sturmpanzer-Abteilung 219. 

A possible candidate is Heeres-Sturmartillerie-Brigade 239. 

Note that the most forward plate oftheSchurzen has been 
cut to give a more rounded top edge. 


The unit insignia shown below all 
relate to formations that are 
discussed further in the main 
text. Due to the limited space 
available, most names have been 
abbreviated and the reader 
should refer to the entry for each 
unit were the correct and full 
titles are given for a particular 
date. 





Sturmgeschutz-Abt. 184 


Sturmgeschutz-Abt. Burg 


Sturmgeschutz-Abt. 177 



Sturmgeschutz-Abt. 239 Sturmgeschutz-Abt.286 
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Sturmgeschiitzschule Burg 

Formed by renaming the Sturmartillerieschule after it was moved from Zinna 
to Burgt, the unit was expanded to include Lehrgangen I to V - literally 
translated as training course or seminar, each of which dealt with individual 
aspects of the Sturmartillerie in some detail, including officer and NCO 
training. At the same time the Lehr-Abteilung was renamed Sturmgeschutz- 
Lehr-Abteilung Burg. In August 1944, many of the school's personnel - with 
ten Sturmgeschutz III assault guns - were assigned to 4.Armee of Army Group 
Centre asSturmgeschutz-Abteilung Burg. 

Sturmgeschutz-Abteilung Burg 

Formed in July 1944 from l.Lehr-Batterie of the Sturmgeschiitzschule Burg. 
Sent to the eastern front in August, the battalion spent most of the remainder 
of the year with 4.Armee of Army Group Centre - initially with Kampfgruppe 
Weidling. In 1945, the battalion was operating in East Prussia under the direct 
command ofhldhererArtillerie-Kommandeur302, as part of4.Armee. 

Sturmgeschutz-Brigade I 

Formed in July 1944, from elements of the Sturmgeschiitzschule Burg. The 
battalion was originally established with four batteries, however the fourth 
was detached almost immediately and assigned to Sturmgeschutz-Brigade 
209 which was at that time serving on the Eastern Front with 2.Armee of 
Army Group Centre. The remainder of the battalion was sent to Poland and in 
September, was assigned to VIII.Armeekorps as part of9.Armee and renamed 
Sturmgeschutz-Lehr-Brigade 920. 

Sturmgeschutz-Lehr-Brigade 920 

Created by renaming Sturmgeschutz-Brigade I in late 1944, the battalion was 
almost completely destroyed in the fighting between the Vistula and Oder 
rivers and in January 1945, the remnants were attached to 303.lnfanterie- 
Division Doberitz as Panzer-Vernichtungs-Abteilung 303 and eguipped with 
ten Jagdpanzer IV/70 tank destroyers. Within weeks however, the battalion 
had been rebuilt, reverted to its previous designation and attached to 
LVI.Panzerkorps. In April 1945, the battalion was on the Oder Front. 

Sturmartillerie-Lehr-Brigade II 

In late 1944, possibly as early as October, the Sturmgeschiitzschule at Burg 
began the formation of an assault gun unit which was probably intended to 
act as a local defence or alarm unit and was designated Lehrabteilung II Burg. 
At some time, the unit was renamed Sturmgeschiltz-Lehr-Brigade II. By 
January 1945, the battalion consisted of a staff unit, drawn from personnel of 
the Sturmgeschiitzschule, two assault gun companies made up from 
l.Batterie, Sturmgeschiltz-Brigade 909 and 2.Batterie, Sturmgeschiltz- 
Brigade 191 and a further assault gun battery formed from the staff and 
instructors from the school. In February 1945, the battalion was again 
renamed Sturmartillerie-Lehr-Brigade III and in March, a fourth battery was 
added which was eguipped with towed artillery. In April 1945, the battalion 
was able to report that thirty-three Sturmgeschiltz III, nine Sturmhaubitze 42 
and six Panzer IV/70 (A) tank destroyers were on hand. In May, the battalion 
took part in the battle for Berlin as part of9.Armee. 

Sturmgeschutz-Lehrbrigade III 

Formed in April 1945, this unit was made up from the last of the personnel of 
the Sturmgeschiitzschule. The unit initially went into action against the US 
Army and was later attached to Infanterie-Division Ferdinand von Schill and 
renamed Sturmgeschiltz-Brigade Ferdinand von Schill. At that time the 
battalion had thirty-one assault guns on hand and was made up of a 
headguarters staff and three batteries. Very soon after joining the division, 
the battalion received a Begleit or escort battery and a fifth, Sonder-Batterie 
consisting of a number of Pzkw IV and V Panther tanks. This new 
establishment of course necessitated a name change and the battalion 
became Sturm-Artillerie-Brigade Ferdinand von Schill. On paper this would 
seem to have been a very powerful unit, particularly at this late date, however 
many of the tanks and assault guns had been extensively repaired and many 
were old, under-gunned models. In April 1945, the division was part of Army 
Group Weichsel fighting north of Berlin. Note that although there is some 
controversy over the correct name of this division we have chosen to use the 
title given here. 

In addition to the formations mentioned above, it seems that an alarm unit of 
- three and later five batteries - was formed in late 1944, and designated 
Kampfgruppe 14/Xl Sturmgeschiitzschule Burg. It is highly likely however 
that this unit was absorbed into one of the battalions mentioned above. 
Lastly, at least one other ad hoc assault gun unit may have been formed from 
personnel drawn from the Sturmgeschiitzschule in February 1945, although 
no detailed information has survived. 

In late 1943, a new organisation was ordained for the Army's Infantry 
divisions and put simply, formations raised from this date were referred to as 
Type 44 or neuer art divisions. Many German expressions, particularly those 
dealing with the military, are difficult to translate into English, however neuer 
art can be taken to mean here, new design or new model. As one way of 
compensating for the greatly reduced manpower in these divisions, it was 


planned that each would contain a Panzerjager-Abteilung made up of a 
headquarters staff, a company of towed anti-tank guns, a company of assault 
guns and a light anti-aircraft gun company. The assault gun company was to 
contain ten vehicles, either Sturmgeschutz III or IV assault guns or Jagdpanzer 
38 tank destroyers and was generally referred to, somewhat confusingly, as a 
Sturmgeschutz-Abteilung - although it was far smaller than the original 
battalions. Another essential difference between these units and the assault 
gun brigades was that the Panzerjager battalions were controlled by the 
Generalinspekteur der Panzertruppen. Usually, but not always, the 
Sturmgeschutz-Abteilung was numbered separately from its parent 
battalion, the number arrived at by adding 1000 to the division's number-for 
example the assault gun company of Panzerjager-Abteilung 31 was referred 
to as Sturmgeschutz-Abteilung 1031. From late November or early December 
1944, the assault gun companies of infantry Panzerjager battalions were 
referred to as Sturmgeschiltz-Kompanie, although Panzerjager- 
Sturmgeschutz-Kompanie is sometimes encountered. This name change was 
applied regardless of the company's equipment which may have been 
Sturmgeschutz III or IV assault guns orJagdpanzer38 tank destroyers. 

In addition to the new divisions, units that had suffered heavy losses were 
withdrawn from the front and rebuilt using the new establishment. It was 
intended that all infantry divisions would eventually contain a Sturmgeschutz 
company but the enormous numbers of vehicles needed to fully implement 
this change were never available and many units never received their 
authorised assault guns. Details of the infantry Panzerjager units that were 
known to have been fully or partially equipped are shown below. The reader 
should be aware that this list is far from exhaustive and in addition shows only 
those units that served in the east. 

Panzerjager-Abteilung 1 

Attached to 1.Infanterie-Division. In late 1943, the battalion received an 
assault gun company which was referred to as Sturmgeschutz-Abteilung 
1001. The battalion was originally equipped with Sturmgeschutz III assault 
guns, however in July 1944, the division was assigned ten Sturmgeschutz IV 
vehicles. When the Soviet summer offensive began, the division was attached 
to LlX.Armeeorps of l.Panzerarmee under Army Group North Ukraine. In 
April 1945, the battalion had eleven assault guns on hand of which ten were 
operational. The division ended the war fighting in East Prussia as part of 
XXVI.Armeekorps, fighting its last action to open an escape route for the 
civilian refugees trapped in theSamland Peninsula nearKonigsberg. 

Panzerjager-Abteilung 6 

Attached to 6.Infanterie-Division. In June 1944, the division was part of 
9.Armee of Army Group Centre. The battalion had ten assault guns on hand at 
that time in its 2.Kompanie which was referred to as Sturmgeschutz- 
Abteilung 1006. In May 1945, this division was attached to 17.Armee fighting 
in Silesia. 

Panzerjager-Abteilung 7 

Attached to 7.Infanterie-Division. In June 1944, the division was attached to 
2. Armee of Army Group Centre. The battalion's 2.Kompanie was formed from 
parts of Panzerjager-Abteilung 215 and referred to as Sturmgeschutz- 
Abteilung 1007. The division fought in the east until the last day of the war as 
part of Army Group Weichsel. 

Panzerjager-Abteilung 11 

Attached to 11.Infanterie-Division. In June 1944, the division was attached to 
Armeeabteilung Narva, part of Army Group North. The battalion was sent ten 
Sturmgeschutz IV assault guns in June 1944, although it is likely that this 
shipment was redirected to another ; so far unknown, unit. Further evidence 
suggesting that the June shipment was not retained is the record of ten 
Sturmgeschutz III being sent in August. In December 1944, a shipment often 
Sturmgeschutz IV assault guns was sent and this was probably intended to 
replace losses incurred up to that time. In January 1945, the battalion had 
twelve assault guns on hand - although two were in need of repair - and one 
Bergepanzer IV recovery tank. By the war's end, the division was fighting with 
18.Armee in the Kurland Pocket. The battalion's assault gun company was 
referred to asSturmgeschutz-Abteilung 1011. 

Panzerjager-Abteilung 12 

Attached to 12. Infanterie-Division. In June 1944, the division was attached to 
4.Armee in central Ukraine. The battalion's assault gun company, referred to 
as Sturmgeschutz-Abteilung 1012, was sent ten Sturmgeschutz IV assault 
guns in May 1944, a further 10 in September, and another ten in December 
1944. In August 1944, the division was reorganised and renamed 12.Volks- 
Grenadier-Division and spent the remainderofthe war in the west. 

Panzerjager-Abteilung 14 

Attached to 14. Infanterie-Division. In June 1944, the division was part of Army 
Group Centre's reserve. The battalion's assault gun company was referred to 
as Sturmgeschutz-Abteilung 1014 and was formed in February 1944. In June 

1944, the battalion had eight combat ready assault guns on hand. The 
battalion was sent ten Sturmgeschutz IVassault guns in August 1944. In May 

1945, the division was part of IX.Armeekorps fighting in East Prussia. 
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Panzerjager-Abteilung 21 

Attached to 21.lnfanterie-Division. The battalion's assault gun company was 
formed in October 1943 and was referred to as Sturmgeschutz-Abteilung 
1021. In January 1945, the battalion had ten assault guns on hand as part of 
XXXXI.Armeekorps, fighting in East Prussia. At the end of the war the division 
was attached toXXVI.Armeekorps ofArmee Ostpreufien atPillau. 

Panzerjager-Abteilung 23 

Attached to 23.lnfanterie-Division, the battalion was sent ten Sturmgeschutz 
IV assault guns in April 1944. In June 1944, the division was attached to 
16.Armee of Army Group North. In April 1945, as part of Army Group Kurland, 
the battalion had one operational assault gun on hand. When the war ended 
in May 1945, the division was part ofXXIII.Armeekorps in OKH reserve in East 
Prussia. 

Panzerjager-Abteilung 24 

Attached to 24.lnfanterie-Division. In June 1944, the division was attached to 
16.Armee as part of Army Group North. The battalion was sent ten 
Sturmgeschutz IVassault guns in October 1944. The battalion's assault gun 
company was referred to as Sturmgeschutz-Abteilung 1024. In January 1945, 
the battalion had eleven operational assault guns on hand - of which three 
were armed with the earlier 7.5cm i/48 gun - and one Bergepanzer III. In April 
1945, the battalion had five assault guns on hand of which four were 
operational. By May 1945, the division was attached to VI.SS-Armeekorps in 
Kurland. 

Panzerjager-Abteilung 26 

Attached to 26.lnfanterie-Division, the battalion was sent ten Sturmgeschutz 
IV assault guns in April 1944. The battalion's assault gun company was 
referred to as Sturmgeschutz-Abteilung 1026. In June 1944, the division was 
attached to 4.Panzerarmee as part of Army Group North Ukraine. In 
September 1944, the division was reorganised as 26.Volks-Grenadier-Division 
and spent the remainderofthe war in the west. 

Panzerjager-Abteilung 30 

Attached to 30.lnfanterie-Division, the battalion was sent ten Sturmgeschutz 
IV assault guns in April 1944, and a further ten in May - although it is possible 
that the April shipment was diverted to 57.lnfanterie-Division. Confusingly, 
the assault gun companies of the two divisions may have been exchanged 
with a subsequent change of name for both. In June 1944, the division was 
attached to XXVIII.Armeekorps of Army Group North. In January 1945, the 
battalion reported that nine operational Sturmgeschutz III assault guns and 
one Bergepanzer III were on hand. At the end of the war the division was 
fighting in the Kurland Pocket as part of 18.Armee. The battalion's assault 
gun company was referred to as Sturmgeschutz-Abteilung 1030. 


Above: An Oberleutnant of Sturmgeschutz-Brigade 228 conferring with an 
officer of the SS-Totenkopf Division. The metal numerals identifying his unit 
are clearly visible on the should strap of his field-grey jacket as are the officer's 
pattern collar lace orLitzen on the lapels. 

in March 1944. In June 1944, the division was assigned to 
XXXIX.Armeekorps. of 18.Armee from Army Group North. In January 1945, as 
part of I.Armeekorps , the company had ten Sturmgeschutz IV vehicles on 
hand. In May, 1945 the division was fighting with XVIII.Armeekorps in East 
Prussia. 

Panzerjager-Abteilung 35 

Attached to 35.lnfanterie-Division. The battalion's assault gun company was 
referred to as Sturmgeschutz-Abteilung 1035 and was sent ten 
Sturmgeschutz IV assault guns in May 1944. In June 1944, when the Soviet 
summer offensive began, the division was attached to 2.Armee of Army 
Group Centre near Bobruisk. In April 1945, the battalion had four combat 
ready assault guns on hand. By the end of the war, the division was serving 
with XXIII. Armeekorps in East Prussia. 



Panzerjager-Abteilung 31 

Attached to 31.lnfanterie-Division. The battalion had ten Sturmgeschutz on 
hand in June 1944 in its assault gun company which was referred to as 
Sturmgeschutz-Abteilung 1031. The division was completely destroyed in the 
Soviet offensive which commenced in the first week of June 1944. 

Panzerjager-Abteilung 32 

Attached to 32.lnfanterie-Division, the battalion's 2.Kompanie - referred to as 
Sturmgeschutz-Abteilung 1032 - was sent ten Sturmgeschutz IV assault guns 


Panzerjager-Abteilung 36 

Attached to 36.lnfanterie-Division. In June 1944, the division was attached to 
9. Armee, part of Army Group Centre. The battalion had ten Sturmgeschutz on 
hand in June 1944, of which seven were combat ready, in its assault gun 
company which was referred to as Sturmgeschutz-Abteilung 1036. The 
division was severely mauled in the summer battles and in September was 
reorganised and renamed 36.Volks-Grenadier-Division and spent the 
remainderofthe war in the west. 
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Panzerjager-Abteilung 45 

Attached to 45.lnfanterie-Division. The battalion's assault gun company was 
referred to as Sturmgeschutz-Abteilung 1045 and was sent 10 Sturmgeschutz 
IV assault guns in May 1944. Destroyed in the fighting around Bobruisk in 
June 1944, the battalion was rebuilt from parts of II.Abteilung, Grenadier- 
Regiment 130, 3.Batterie, Artillerie-Regiment 98 and Panzerjager- 
Sturmgeschutz-Abteilung 1045. In October, the division was re-organised as 
45.Volks-Grenadier-Division and by May 1945, was attached to 17.Armee as 
part of Army Group Centre. 

Panzerjager-Abteilung 57 

Attached to 57.lnfanterie-Division. In May 1944, the battalion received a 
second company which was referred to as Sturmgeschutz-Abteilung 1557 and 
was eguipped with ten assault guns, of which six were combat ready in June. 
When the Soviet offensive began, the division was attached to 9.Armee of 
Army Group Centre and was almost completely destroyed in the summer 
battles. 

Panzerjager-Abteilung 83 

Attached to 83.lnfanterie-Division. In June 1944, the division was attached to 
18.Armee of Army Group North. The battalion was sent ten Sturmgeschutz IV 
assault guns in October 1944. In December 1944, the battalion handed over 
its remaining assault guns to an unknown unit and later converted to 
Jagdpanzer 38 tank destroyers. By the war's end in May 1945, the division 
was fighting in East Prussia. 


Panzerjager-Abteilung 102 

Attached to I02.lnfanterie-Division. In June 1944, the division was part of 
LV.Armeekorps of Army Group Centre's 9.Armee and had fourteen 
Sturmgeschutz on hand in its 2.Kompanie, referred to as Sturmgeschutz- 
Abteilung 1102. The battalion was sent a further ten Sturmgeschutz IV 
assault guns in October 1944. In January 1945, the battalion had twelve 
assault guns on hand although two were in need of repair. By May 1945, the 
division was part ofArmee Ostpreufien fighting at Hela near Danzig. 

Panzerjager-Abteilung 110 

Attached to llO.Infanterie-Division. In June 1944, the division was part of 
XXXlX.Armeekorps of 4.Armee and had six combat ready assault guns on 
hand. The division was completely destroyed in the fighting in June during the 
Russian offensive. 

Panzerjager-Abteilung 121 

Attached to 121.lnfanterie-Division. In June 1944, the division was serving 
with 18.Armee of Army Group North. The battalion's assault gun company - 
referred to as Sturmgeschutz-Abteilung 1121 - was sent ten Sturmgeschutz IV 
assault guns in July 1944, and a further ten in August. In January 1945, the 
battalion had ten Sturmgeschutz IV assault guns on hand, although two of 
these were in need of repair, and three vehicles were in transit. By the end of 
the war in May 1945, the division was fighting in the Kurland Pocket as part of 
X.Armeekorps. 


Panzerjager-Abteilung 93 

Attached to 93.lnfanterie-Division, the battalion was sent ten Sturmgeschutz 
IV assault guns in March 1944. In June 1944, the division was attached to 
18.Armee of Army Group North and by the war's end in May 1945, the division 
was fighting in East Prussia. In January 1945, the battalion reported that 
eight assault guns were operational and one vehicle was in need of repair. A 
furtherthree vehicles were in transit. 

Panzerjager-Abteilung 100 

Attached to lOO.Jager Division. In June 1944, the division was assigned to 
XXIV.Armeekorps of l.Panzerarmee under the command of Army Group 
North Ukraine. The battalion's assault gun company, referred to as 
Sturmgeschutz-Abteilung 1100, was sent ten Sturmgeschutz IV assault guns 
in October 1944. During the winter of1944-45 a fourth, Panzer-Vernichtungs- 
Kompanie was added, although what eguipment the company may have 
possessed is uncertain. In April 1945, the battalion had nine assault guns on 
hand of which eight were operational. By early 1945, the division was fighting 
in Silesia as part of 17.Armee 

Panzerjager-Abteilung 101 

Attached to 101.J age r Division. In May and June 1944, the division was 
attached to the Hungarian 1st Army as part of Army Group North Ukraine. 
The battalion was sent 10 Sturmgeschutz IV assault guns in July 1944, and 
prior to this had been equipped with a number of captured Russian T-34 tanks. 
In January, the battalion had four operational assault guns on hand. In April 
1945, as part of 8.Armee, the battalion reported that it had one assault gun 
on hand which was in need of repair. By May 1945, the division was attached 
to XXXXIII.Armeekorps, part of Army Group Ostmark. 


Panzerjager-Abteilung 122 

Attached to 122.lnfanterie-Division. In June 1944, the division was in Finland 
fighting under the command of the Finnish Army. The battalion's assault gun 
company, referred to as Sturmgeschutz-Abteilung 1122, had ten 
Sturmgeschutz IV assault guns on hand at that time. The battalion was sent a 
further seven Sturmgeschutz IV assault guns in July 1944. In January 1945, 
the division reported that ten Sturmgeschutz IV assault guns were still 
operational while a further two were in need of repair. In addition, the 
battalion had one Bergepanzer III recovery vehicle. In April 1945, the 
battalion had eight operational assault guns on hand. By May 1945, the 
division was part ofArmee Ostpreufien fighting at Hela near Danzig. 

Panzerjager-Abteilung 126 

Attached to 126.lnfanterie-Division. The battalion was sent ten 
Sturmgeschutz IV assault guns in July 1944, for use by its 2.Kompanie which 
was referred to as Sturmgeschutz-Abteilung 1126. In June 1944, the division 
was attached to VI.SS-Armeekorps as part of Army group North. In January 
1945, the division reported that ten Sturmgeschutz III assault guns and one 
Bergepanzer III recovery vehicle were on hand. By May 1945, the division was 
fighting in the Kurland Pocket with II.Armeekorps ofl8.Armee. 

Panzerjager-Abteilung 129 

Attached to 129.lnfanterie-Division. In June 1944, the division was part of 
XXIII.Armeekorps of 2.Armee fighting near Pskov on Lake Peipus. The 
battalion had been sent ten Sturmgeschutz IV assault guns in March 1944. By 
December all the battalion's assault guns had been lost and by May 1945, the 
division was defending East Prussia as part ofVI.Armeekorps. 

. continued on page 28 



As the war progressed an increasing 
number of assault guns were used in 
the anti-tank role, some even being 
issued as replacements for tanks. In 
light of this the Sturmhaubitze 42 - 
or assault howitzer - was 
introduced into service in October 
1942 with the intention that it 
would assume to function of the 
first assault guns, that is, close 
support of the infantry. The 
Sturmhaubitze was armed with a 
version of the 10.5cm leFH 18 
modified to allow it to be fired 
electrically. The muzzle brake - 
here covered - was often omitted 
on later production vehicles. Of 
note are the elaborate 
camouflage schemes applied to 
each vehicle and their generally 
clean and unworn appearance 
suggesting that this photograph 
was taken while the unit was 
refitting or perhaps at one of the 
Army's many training 
establishments. 
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From the earliest days of the war the German Army recognised the need for a specialist vehicle which would be capable of clearing minefields and eliminating enemy 
pillboxes and strong points and the firm ofBorgward was awarded a contract to develop a fully tracked', radio controlled vehicle that could be used to tow mine detonating 
rollers - the Sdkfz 300 Minenraumwagen or ; more conveniently\ the Bl. A slightly larger vehicle, referred to as the B2 was available by April 1940 and used to equip 
Minenraum Abteilung 1. By May 1942, the battalion had been re-equipped with the BIVSprengladungstragerSdKfz 301 - a completely new vehicle capable of carrying a 
500kg demolition charge - and renamed Panzer-Abteilung (Funklenk) 300. These vehicles were used with some success in late 1942 and at Kursk in June 1943 where, for 
the first time, they were controlled from specially adapted Sturmgeschutz III assault guns. 


Panzer-Abteilung (Funklenk) 302 




Major Reinert, Flauptmann Nolte from 24 September 1944 


Stabs Kompanie 


This chart depicts Panzer-Abteilung 
(Funklenk) 302 - the largest demolition 
unit equipped with the Sturmgeschutz 
III to serve in the east - as it appeared in 
August 1944 during the fighting for the 
city of Warsaw. 
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Oberleutnant Weichard 
Leutnant Teich, l.Zug 
Leutnant Quilitz, 2.Zug 
As for 1. Kompanie 
lOxStug III 
2 xVW Car 

1 x Sdkfz 251 half-track 
24 x Borgward BIV ready 
12 x Borgward BIV reserve 


3. Kompanie | 


Oberleutnant Fafibeck 
Leutnant Knoblauch, l.Zug 
Leutnant Graf Kinsky, 2.Zug 
As for 1. Kompanie 
lOxStug III 
2 xVW Car 

1 x Sdkfz 251 half-track 
24 x Borgward BIV ready 
12 x Borgward BIV reserve 


4. Kompanie 


Oberleutnant Bachmann 
Leutnant Epke, l.Zug 
Leutnant Flitzdeld, 2.Zug 
As for 1. Kompanie 
10 xStug III 
2 xVW Car 

1 x Sdkfz 251 half-track 
24 x Borgward BIV ready 
12 x Borgward BIV reserve 


Werstattzug 



Sdkfz 251/1 


Sondergerdt - Reserve 


12 x Borgward BIV demolition vehicles 



Panzer-Abteilung (Funklenk) 302 was formed in June 1944 by drawing together 
four independent Funklenk companies. The battalion's first company was formed 
from Panzer-Kompanie (Fkl) 316, it's second from Panzer-Kompanie (Fkl) 315, the 
third from Panzer-Kompanie (Fkl) 317 and the fourth company from Panzer- 
Kompanie (Fkl) 311. The battalion was sent to the east in the following August and 
came under the command of Army Group Centre. At that time the battalion was 
fully equipped with three PzKw IV tanks, forty Sturmgeschutz III assault guns and 
one hundred and forty-four B IV demolition vehicles. After taking part in the 
fighting in Warsaw, the battalion remained in the east were, by March 1945, it had 
been reduced to a strength of just three assault guns. The battalion ended the war 
fighting in East Prusssia as an assault gun unit, its last Sprengladungstrager long 
since expended. The other major unit to take part in the fighting on the Eastern 
Front late in the war was Panzer-Abteilung (Funklenk) 303. This battalion's three 
companies were formed from the independent Panzer-Kompanie (Fkl) 319, Panzer- 
Kompanie (Fkl) 301 and Panzer-Kompanie (Fkl) 302. By February 1945 however it 
was apparent that the required demolition vehicles would not be available and 
issued with thirty-one Pzkw IV tanks, the battalion was re-named Panzer-Abteilung 
Schlesien. The last demolition unit to be equipped with assault guns which fought in 
the east was Panzer-Zug (Fkl) 303 which was scraped together using the surplus 
personnel and vehicles of Panzer-Abteilung (Funklenk) 303 and Panzer Versuchs 
und Ausbildung-Abteilung 301. In February 1945, the platoon was issued with four 
Sturmgeschutz III assault guns and twelve BIV demolition vehicles and attached to 
35.lnfanterie-Division of Army Group Centre. 


Above: Oberleutnant 'Teddy' Fafibeck who commanded 3.Kompanie, Panzer-Abteilung (Funklenk) 302 during the operations in Warsaw, 
photograph was taken in 1945 when Fafibeck was the commander of Panzer-Abteilung Schlesien. 
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Below: The Sturmgeschutz III of Oberleutnant Fafibeck, the 
commander of 3.Kompanie, Panzer-Abteilung (Funklenk) 302. In 
the background are the company's Borgward BIV radio 
controlled demolition vehicles. Inset: A Sturmgeschutz III aufG - 
possibly of 3. Kompanie - and what is probably one of the three 
Pzkw IV tanks of the battalion staff platoon. Also shown is the 
Warsaw shield awarded to German troops that took part in the 
fighting during August 1944. 





Another view of Oberleutnant Fafibeck's assault gun. 
This pattern of camouflage, apparently random swirls 
ofOlivgrun and Rotbraun over the lighter base colour ; 
■W'os indicative of the vehicles of this battalion. Note 
that even the Balkenkreuz national insignia has been 
covered. Typically for this company, the vehicle's 
number is not displayed on the Schurzen. Both 
photographs were taken in Warsaw's Pilsudski 
Square. 
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Panzerjdger-Abteilung 132 

Attached to 132.lnfanterie-Division. In January 1945, as part of 18.Armee 
fighting in the Kurland Pocket, the battalion had ten Sturmgeschutz IV assault 
guns on hand, with three of those in repair, and a further five in transit. Also 
available was a Bergepanzer III recovery tank. The battalion's assault gun 
company was referred to as Sturmgeschutz-Abteilung 1132. 

Panzerjdger-Abteilung 131 

Attached to 131.lnfanterie-Division. The battalion was sent ten 
Sturmgeschutz IV assault guns in May 1944. In June 1944, the division was 
attached to LVI.Armeekorps of4.Armee, part of Army Group North Ukraine. In 
January 1945, attached to VI.Armeekorps as part of4.Armee in East Prussia, 
the battalion had nine assault guns on hand. By the end of the war in May 
1945, the division was part ofOKH reserve. 

Panzerjdger-Abteilung 134 

Attached to 134.lnfanterie-Division. In May 1944, the battalion received a 
second company which was referred to as Sturmgeschutz-Abteilung 1134 and 
was equipped with twelve assault guns. In June 1944, the division was 
attached to 9.Armee as part of Army Group Centre and was completely 
destroyed in the fighting around the town of Bobruisk during the Russian 
summer offensive. 

Panzerjdger-Abteilung 152 

Attached to l.Ski-Jager-Division. The battalion was formed by renaming 
Sturmgeschutz-Brigade 270 in September 1944 and assigning it permanently 
to the division. The battalion was made up of a headquarters and two assault 
gun batteries. In January 1945, the battalion reported that twelve 
Sturmgeschutz III and two Sturmhaubitze 42 were on hand. 

Panzerjdger-Abteilung 158 

Attached to 58.lnfanterie-Division. The battalion's assault gun company - 
referred to as Sturmgeschutz-Abteilung 1158 -was sent 10 Sturmgeschutz IV 
assault guns in June 1944 and six Sturmgeschutz III in August. During the 
summer of 1944, the division was attached to Armeeabteilung Narva as part 
of Army Group North. In January 1945, the battalion reported that eight 
Sturmgeschutz III and seven Sturmgeschutz IV assault guns and one 
Sturmhaubitze 42 were on hand. By May 1945, the division was fighting in East 
Prussia as part ofXXVI.Armeekorps. 

Panzerjdger-Abteilung 161 

Attached to 61.lnfanterie-Division, the battalion's 2.Kompanie was sent ten 
Sturmgeschutz IV assault guns in June 1944. The division was attached to 
Armeeabteilung Narva of Army Group North when the Soviet summer 
offensive began in June and by the end of the year, was fighting in the Kurland 
pocket. In January 1945, the battalion had seven Sturmgeschutz IV assault 
guns on hand of which five were combat ready. 


Panzerjdger-Abteilung 168 

Attached to 68.lnfanterie-Division. The battalion's assault gun company, 
which was referred to as Sturmgeschutz-Abteilung 1168, was sent ten 
Sturmgeschutz IV assault guns in March 1944. At the time of the Soviet 
offensive, the division was attached to l.Panzerarmee as part of Army Group 
North Ukraine and located near Tarnopol - present day Ternopil in western 
Ukraine. By May 1945, the division was fighting in Silesia with 
XXXX.Armeekorps as part ofl 7.Armee. 

Panzerjdger-Abteilung 181 

Attached to 81.lnfanterie-Division, the battalion was sent ten Sturmgeschutz 
IV assault guns in April 1944. When the Soviet summer offensive began, the 
division was with II.Armeekorps as part of 16.Armee under Army Group North 
near Nevel, south-west of Velikiye Luki in Russia. By August the division had 
withdrawn to Dunaburg (present day Daugavpils in Latvia) and by the end of 
the year was fighting in Kurland. In January 1945, the division reported that six 
operational Sturmgeschutz IV assault guns were on hand, as well as four in 
need of repair and a further six in transit, and one Bergepanzer III. In April 
1945, the battalion had seven assault guns on hand of which six were 
operational. The division ended the war fighting in the Kurland Pocket. 

Panzerjdger-Abteilung 187 

Attached to 87.lnfanterie-Division. In April 1944, the battalion received a 
second, assault gun company which was referred to as Sturmgeschutz- 
Abteilung 1187. In January 1945, the battalion had eleven Sturmgeschutz III 
assault guns of which four were operational. By April 1945, the division was 
fighting with II.Armeekorps as part of 18.Armee in the Kurland Pocket. 

Panzerjdger-Abteilung 188 

Attached to 88.lnfanterie-Division, the battalion was sent ten Sturmgeschutz 
IV assault guns in April 1944 and a further ten in September 1944. When the 
Soviet offensive began in June, the division was attached to 
XXXXII.Armeekorps under 4.Armee of Army Group North Ukraine in the 
Chelm-Baranow area. In January 1945, the division was almost completely 
destroyed while fighting with Army Group A between the Vistula and Oder 
rivers, the survivors being absorbed by other units including Kampfgruppe 
Jauer. In February, the division was officially disbanded. 

Panzerjdger-Abteilung 195 

Attached to 95.lnfanterie-Division, the battalion was sent ten Sturmgeschutz 
IV assault guns in May 1944. The assault gun company was referred to as 
Sturmgeschutz-Abteilung 1195. After the fighting around Vitebsk in July, the 
division was disbanded and very soon after reconstituted from elements of 
Korpsabteilung H, a temporary formation made up from the remnants of 
95.lnfanterie-Division, 197.lnfanterie-Division and 256.lnfanterie-Division. In 
January 1945, the battalion had eight Sturmgeschutz IV assault guns on hand. 
In April 1945, the division was completely destroyed in the fighting at Pillau 
nearKonigsberg. 



An early model Sturmgeschutz III ausf G badly damaged and abandoned in the 
Crimea in mid-1944. Note the bolted-on Zusatzpanzer armour on the hull front, 
gradually replaced from May 1943 with a single 80mm plate. Also of note are the 
brackets on the superstructure side which held the Schurzen. At far left is the shield 
awarded to German troops who had taken partin the capture of this area in 1942. 
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Panzerjdger-Abteilung 196 

Attached to 96. Infanterie-Division. When the Soviet offensive began, the 
division was attached to XXXXVIll.Armeekorps of l.Panzerarmee, part of 
Army Group North Ukraine. The battalion's assault gun company ' which was 
referred to as Sturmgeschutz-Abteilung 1195, was sent 10 Sturmgeschutz IV 
assault guns in August 1944. In May 1945, the division was in northern 
Austria as part of8.Armee of Army Group Ostmark. 

Panzerjdger-Abteilung 197 

Attached to 197.lnfanterie-Division. The battalion's assault gun company, 
which was referred to as Sturmgeschutz-Abteilung 1197 and had been 
formed in May 1944, was sent 10 Sturmgeschutz IV assault guns in July. While 
the battalion was training in Germany, 197.lnfanterie-Division was wiped out 
in the fighting around Vitebsk and it was decided that Sturmgeschutz- 
Abteilung 1197 would be re-numbered and attached to the Panzerjdger- 
Abteilung of 95.lnfanterie-Division which was in the process of reforming 
after having also been destroyed. 

Panzerjdger-Abteilung 205 

Attached to 205.lnfanterie-Division. The battalion was sent ten 
Sturmgeschutz IVassault guns in October 1944. The battalion's assault gun 
company was referred to as Sturmgeschutz-Abteilung 1205 and had been 
formed in June 1944 when the division was attached to II.Armeekorps of Army 
Group North. From late 1944 until the war's end in May 1945, the division was 
fighting in the Kurland Pocket. 

Panzerjdger-Abteilung 206 

Attached to 206.lnfanterie-Division. The battalion's assault gun company, 
which was referred to as Sturmgeschutz-Abteilung 1206, was sent ten 
Sturmgeschutz IV assault guns in May 1944. The division was completely 
destroyed in the fighting around Vitebsk in mid-1944. 

Panzerjdger-Abteilung 211 

Attached to 211.lnfanterie-Division. The battalion was sent ten 
Sturmgeschutz IV assault guns in September 1944. The division was attached 
to VIII.Armeekorps of 4.Armee and was in the Kovel area in June 1944. By 
November, the division was withdrawn and reorganised as 211.Volks- 
Grenadier-Division and at that time was probably re-equipped with 
Jagdpanzer 38 tank destroyers after handing over its remaining 
Sturmgeschutz IV assault guns. The division returned to the front in January 
1945, and by the end of the war was attached to Panzerkorps Feldherrnhalle 
fighting in northern Austria. 

Panzerjdger-Abteilung 215 

Attached to 215.lnfanterie-Division. In January 1945, the battalion had ten 
operational Sturmgeschutz IV assault guns on hand with a further vehicle in 
repair. In March 1945, the division was part of Army Group Weichsel fighting 
in West Prussia. 

Panzerjdger-Abteilung 218 

Attached to 218.lnfanterie-Division. During 1944, possibly September, the 
battalion received an assault gun company which was referred to as 
Sturmgeschutz-Abteilung 1218. In January 1945, the battalion reported that 
one Bergepanzer III and seven Sturmgeschutz III assault guns were on hand 
with an additional assault gun in transit. In May 1945, the division was 
fighting in Kurland with XVI.Armeekorps as part ofl8.Armee. 

Panzerjdger-Abteilung 225 

Attached to 225.lnfanterie-Division. In early 1945, this division was fighting in 
the Kurland Pocket as part of 18.Armee. In January, the battalion reported 
five operational Sturmgeschutz IV assault guns on hand with another three in 
repair. The battalion also had one Bergepanzer III recovery tank and two 
combat ready Sturmgeschutz III, with a further two in transit. In April 1945, 
the battalion was fighting with Army Group Kurland and had seven assault 
guns on hand, all of which were combat ready. 

Panzerjdger-Abteilung 227 

Attached to 227.Infanterie-Division. The battalion's assault gun company 
was referred to as Sturmgeschutz-Abteilung 1227. In January 1945, the 
division was withdrawn from the Kurland Pocket leaving all its heavy 
weapons, including a number of Sturmgeschutz III assault guns, to 2.Armee. 
The battalion was issued ten new Sturmgeschutz III on 24 January 1945 and 
by April the division was nearSwinemunde as part of Army Group Weichsel 

Panzerjdger-Abteilung 251 

Attached to 251.Infanterie-Division. In January 1945, the division reported 
that seven Sturmgeschutz IV assault guns were on hand. Other sources state 
however that the battalion was equipped with fourteen Jagdpanzer 38 tank 
destroyers. The division ended the war as part of Army Group Weichsel 
fighting in East Prussia. 

Panzerjdger-Abteilung 252 

Attached to 252.Infanterie-Division. In July 1944, the division was with 
IX.Armeekorps, part of3.Panzerarmee of Army Group Centre. The battalion's 


assault gun company was referred to as Sturmgeschutz-Abteilung 1252. In 
January 1945, the division reported that three Sturmgeschutz IV assault guns 
were combat ready while a further two were in repair. By April, just two 
vehicles remained and one of those was in need of repair. However, other 
records indicate that this battalion had been equipped with Jagdpanzer 38 
tank destroyers in December 1944. At the war's end in May 1945, the division 
was part of XXIII. Armeekorps fighting in East Prussia. 

Panzerjdger-Abteilung 253 

Attached to 253.Infanterie-Division. The battalion's 2.Kompanie, which was 
referred to as Sturmgeschutz-Abteilung 1253 and had been formed in 
Junel944, was sent 10 Sturmgeschutz IVassault guns in July. When the Soviet 
offensive began, the division was attached to LVI.Armeekorps of 4.Armee 
under Army Group North Ukraine. In January 1945, the battalion reported 
that ten Sturmgeschutz IV were on hand. By May 1945, the division was 
fighting with l.Panzerarmee in Mahren - present day Morava in the Czech 
Republic. 

Panzerjdger-Abteilung 254 

Attached to 254.Infanterie-Division. The battalion's assault gun company 
was referred to as Sturmgeschutz-Abteilung 1254 and had been sent ten 
Sturmgeschutz IV assault guns in August 1944. When the Soviet offensive 
began in June, the division was attached to XXIV.Armeekorps of 
l.Panzerarmee under Army Group North Ukraine. By May 1945, the division 
had retreated into Czechoslovakia. 

Panzerjdger-Abteilung 263 

Attached to 263. Infanterie-Division. The battalion's 2.Kompanie was formed 
in August 1943from elements ofschwere Heeres-Panzerjager-Abteilung 664 
and was referred to as Sturmgeschutz-Abteilung 1263. In January 1945, the 
division had eleven Sturmgeschutz IVassault guns on hand with afurtherfour 
in transit and one Bergepanzer III recovery vehicle. In April 1945, the battalion 
had twelve assault guns on hand all of which were operational. 

Panzerjdger-Abteilung 267 

Attached to 267.Infanterie-Division. The battalion was sent ten 
Sturmgeschutz IV assault guns in May 1944, of which nine were combat ready 
in the following month. After suffering heavy losses in the July battles, the 
division was disbanded in August 1944. 

Panzerjdger-Abteilung 278 

Attached to 278.Infanterie-Division. The battalion had eight Sturmgeschutz 
IV assault guns on hand in January 1945, of which seven were combat ready. 
The battalion's assault gun company was referred to as Sturmgeschutz- 
Abteilung 1278. Almost at the end of the war, in March 1945, the division was 
reorganised and renamed as 278.Volks-Grenadier-Division. 

Panzerjdger-Abteilung 290 

Attached to 290.Infanterie-Division. The battalion's assault gun company 
was referred to as Sturmgeschutz-Abteilung 1290 and had been sent ten 
Sturmgeschutz IV assault guns in July 1944. In January 1945, the battalion 
reported that one Bergepanzer III and eleven Sturmgeschutz IV assault guns 
were on hand, although five of the latter were in need of repair. In May 1945, 
afterfighting in the Kurland Pocket, the division surrendered to the Soviets. 

Panzerjdger-Abteilung 291 

Attached to 291.Infanterie-Division. The battalion received its assault gun 
company, which was referred to as Sturmgeschutz-Abteilung 1291, in June 
1944. At that time the division was stationed near Kovel and was part of 
4.Panzerarmee of Army Group North Ukraine. In January 1945, the battalion 
was able to report that ten operational Sturmgeschutz IV assault guns were 
on hand. The division ended the war as part of Army Group Centre fighting in 
Silesia. 

Panzerjdger-Abteilung 292 

Attached to 292.Infanterie-Division. In June 1944, the division was part of 
XXIII.Armeekorps of 2.Armee under Army Group Centre. The battalion was 
sent ten Sturmgeschutz IV assault guns in August 1944. In January 1945, the 
battalion had ten assault guns on hand with two of those undergoing repairs. 
In February 1945, the division took part in the fighting for Heiligenbeil in East 
Prussia and in March was held in reserve by OKH. 

Panzerjdger-Abteilung 299 

Attached to 299. Infanterie-Division. In June 1944, the division was part of 
VI.Armeekorps of 3.Panzerarmee under Army Group Centre. The battalion's 
assault gun company was referred to as Sturmgeschutz-Abteilung 1299 and 
was sent ten Sturmgeschutz IV assault guns in July 1944. While the battalion 
was training in Germany, 299.Infanterie-Division was completely destroyed 
and it was decided that Sturmgeschutz-Abteilung 1299 would be attached to 
196.Infanterie-Division as Sturmgeschutz-Abteilung 1233. In late 1944, the 
plan to reform 196.Infanterie-Division was abandoned and the units were 
incorporated into 131. Infanterie-Division. 
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In June 1944, after a direct appeal from the Finnish 
government, a number German Army and Luftwaffe 
formations were dispatched to Finland. The Army units 
equipped with assault guns were Sturmgeschutz-Brigade 
303 and 122.lnfanterie-Division - the latter having ten 
Sturmgeschutz IV on hand with its Panzerjager-Abteilung. 
Sturmgeschutz-Brigade 303 - which included 
Sturmgeschutz-Batterie 742, a unit which had previously 
been stationed in Finland - operated in the Karelian 
Isthmus and was equipped with Sturmgeschutz III assault 
guns which were for the most part ausf G models with 
some ausf F/8 versions. The battalion aslo had nine 
Sturmhaubitze 42 on hand. Many vehicles had Schurzen 
and almost all carried at least one sturdy log. Above: An 
ausf F/8 model of the battalion photographed in the 
streets of Lappeenranta, a town in south-east Finland 
about 30 kilometres from the Russian border, at the end of 
June 1944. Note the additional concrete armourapplied to 
the superstructure. This vehicle is also shown on page 12 
of the illustration section. At right: One of the battalion's 
Sturmhaubitze 42 photographed near lhantala in the 
summer of1944. Of note is the cover over the driver's visor 
and the three-digit number on the hull Schurzen. 




At left: A Sturmgeschutz III of 3.Batterie, 
Sturmgeschutz-Brigade 303 photographed 
near the Klipeejoki road during the Battle of 
lhantala at the end of June 1944. Why the 
battalion used two distinct styles of 
numbering, with that shown here having no 
obvious connection to the battery number, is 
not known. It may be possible however that 
Sturmgeschutz-Batterie 742 retained its own 
system when it was absorbed by the 
battalion. That is however, pure conjecture. 
The numbers appear to be yellow or a very 
dirty white and the Balkenkreuz national 
insignia has been very roughly applied. As 
with most photographs of the battalion's 
assault guns were the suspension is visible, 
sections of track have been attached to the 
hull as added armour protection. The 
ubiquitous logs would have offered some 
protection against armour-piercing rounds 
but were also carried by vehicles which had a 
full set of Schurzen and would have been 
extremely useful in the swampy terrain 
encountered in much of Finland. This vehicle 
is also shown and discussed on page 12 of 
the illustration section. 
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FACTORY AND FIELD MODIFICATIONS 

The principal manufacturers of the Sturmgeschutz III were Alkett of Berlin-Borsigwarde, Ml AG of Braunsweig and MAN at their N urn berg plant. Many smaller 
concerns were involved in the manufacture of steel plate and various components, however the three companies mentioned above provided fully assembled 
vehicles. The major variant was the ausfG model which at a total production of almost 8,000 vehicles far outnumbered all the earlier variants combined. As this 
version is also the most relevant to our time period we have restricted the known modifications listed below to the Sturmgeschutz III ausfG. It should be noted 
that changes incorporated into the production of the Sturmgeschutz IV listed here are largely assumed and are based on those relevant to the Pzkw IV ausfJ. It is 
quite possible however that those changes were made at some later date or never at all. Further ; modifications made to the Sturmgeschutz III, such as the 
addition of the Rundumsfeuerand Pilze mounts, were also incorporated into the Sturmgeschutz IV. In addition to the production modifications incorporated into 
new assault guns, it was not uncommon for earlier models to be up-armoured and up-gunned and photographs exist of Sturmgeschutz III ausfC or D modelsfitted 
with the Topfblende mantlet and long barrelled 7.5cm L/48 gun. 

December 1942. Production of the Sturmgeschutz III ausfG begins. A pistol port was added to the left hull near the driver's position in place of the vision slit of earlier 
models. The superstructure side plates were set at a steeper angle and an armoured machine gun shield (6), hinged at the bottom, was mounted in front of the loader's 
hatch. 

January 1943. The fume extractor fan was relocated from the roof to the rear of the fighting compartment. A sliding armourguard was added to the roof to protect the 
periscopic gunsight. 

February 1943. Smoke candle dischargers (5) were fitted on each side of the superstructure at the front. This modification was dropped from production in the 
following May. The driver's front plate appeared without holes for the twin periscope which had been removed from production. 

March 1943. First production series of the Sturmhaubitze 42, based on the ausfG chassis and superstructure, assembled by Alkett (3). A trial series of twelve vehicles 
based on rebuilds of earlier models had in fact seen service in November 1942 near Leningrad. 

April 1943. Armoured skirts orSchurzen were fitted to both sides of the hull as a defence against Russian anti-tank rifles. By the following month, units in the field had 
been ordered to attach Schurzen to their assault guns. 



May 1943. In place of the 50mm frontal armour with bolted-on Zusatzpanzer additional armour plate, a single 80mm thick plate was introduced. This change was 
however not fully implemented until November and some vehicles were fitted with the bolted-on armour until that time. The muzzle brake was fitted with side 
deflectorflanges. 

September 1943. An anti-magnetic coating, referred to by its commercial name ofZimmerit, was applied to all vertical armour surfaces. It was not until January 1944, 
that units in the field were ordered to apply Zim merit to their assault guns with, as photographs will show, mixed results. This is hardly surprising as the application was 
quite a complicated process. In the factories the paste was applied with special tools which gave a distinctive pattern of ridges and hollows. It is fairly certain that 
vehicles assembled by Alkett left the plant with the so-called waffle pattern (2) and those produced by MIAG (1) had a pattern of small squares. From photographic 
evidence it would seem that assault guns manufactured by MAN may have had a pattern of horizontal ridges. 

October1943. An armoured deflector was fitted in front of the commander's cupola. 

November 1943. A new, cast gun mantlet, known as a Topfblende (4), was introduced. It should be noted that this never completely replaced the earlier box-type 
mantlet which was still being installed at the end of the war. It is probable that MIAG produced vehicles never received the Topfblende. Cast steel return rollers replaced 
the earlier, rubber tyre versions. 

December 1943. The production of the Sturmgeschutz IV began at the Krupp Gruson werk. 

Early 1944. At some time early in the year, additional armour in the shape of concrete reinforcement (4) was added to the superstructure front on either side of the 
main gun. That this was afield modification and not applied in the factories is fairly certain and indeed photographs exist of troops applying the concrete. Steel bars or 
similar were first welded to the vehicle onto which the concrete was poured and then smoothed. The concrete extended over the front plate of the superstructure and 
around the driver's visor. Material such as track links were also incorporated into the concrete armour and a clear example of this can be seen on page 10. It has been 
suggested that the idea of using concrete originated with the Finns and that assault gun units stationed in Finland in 1944 introduced it into the German Army. 
Concrete armour was also added to the exposed side of the commander's cupola although this practice was less common. 

March 1944. A remote control machine gun mount - the Rundumsfeuer - replaced the armourshield in front of the loader's hatch. Due to a shortage of mounts vehicles 
were produced for several months without the gun and a plate bolted over the hole in the roof. The loader's hatch was re-designed to open at the sides in two halves. 
May 1944. A close defence weapon, or Nahverteidigungswaffe, was to have been mounted in the roof but again, due to a shortage of weapons, the resulting hole in the 
roof was covered by a bolted-on metal disc. 

June 1944. Sockets - Pilze in German - were welded to the roof of the fighting compartment allowing for the temporary mounting of a 2 ton jib boom that could be used 
to remove heavy parts such as the engine. A travel lock for the main gun was added to the hull front. This modification was ordered to be carried out by units in the field 
in thefollowing month. A co-axial machine gun was added to the box type main gun mantlet. 

August 1944. On the Pzkw IV, the early style cylindrical exhaust was replaced by two Flammentoter -flame dampening exhausts. It is probable, but far from certain, 
that the same modification was made to the Sturmgeschutz IV at this time. 

September1944. The assembly firms ceased the application ofZimmerit. 



October 1944. A co-axial machine gun was added to the Topfblende gun mantlet. 

December 1944. A coupling was added to the rear hull to which rigid towing bars could be attached. This arrangement had proven more stable than towing by cable. At 
the same time, units in the field were ordered to make this modification to their vehicles. This modification was also carried out on the Sturmgeschutz IV. To simplify 
production of the Pzkw IV, the number of return rollers was reduced from four to three. 

April 1945. The last Sturmgeschutz III leaves the Alkett factory in Berlin. 
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Panzerjager-Abteilung 309 

Attached to 309. Infanterie-Division - also known as Infanterie-Division Berlin 
- which was formed in early 1945, the battalion's second company was 
referred to as Jagdpanzer-Kompanie 1309 and was able to field ten 
Sturmgeschutz III assault guns and a single Bergepanzer III. The division was 
destroyed in the Hal be Pocket in March and April 1945. 

Panzerjager-Abteilung 320 

Attached to 320.Infanterie-Division. The battalion was sent 10 
Sturmgeschutz IV assault guns in June 1944. The division was largely 
destroyed in the fighting in the southern Ukraine in August 1944 and in 
November, reconstituted as 320.Volks-Grenadier-Division. It is unclear if the 
assault gun company was equipped with Sturmgeschutz III assault guns or 
Jagdpanzer 38 tank destroyers as records suggest the latter but eye witness 
accounts insist on the former. In May 1945, the division was fighting in 
Moravia with l.Panzerarmee. 

Panzerjager-Abteilung 329 

Attached to 329.Infanterie-Division. The battalion's assault gun company, 
which was referred to as Sturmgeschutz-Abteilung 1329 and had been 
formed in late 1943, was sent ten Sturmgeschutz IVassault guns in June 1944. 
The assault gun company was transferred to 122. Infanterie-Division and 
renamed Sturmgeschutz-Abteilung 1122. The division was sent a further ten 
Sturmgeschutz IV assault guns in August and its assault gun company was 
reformed. When the Soviet summer offensive began, the division was 
attached to X.Armeekorps of Army Group North in Latvia. In January 1945, 
the battalion reported that one Bergepanzer III and eight Sturmgeschutz IV 
assault guns were on hand, although three of the latter were in need of repair. 
In addition, the battalion had six Sturmgeschutz III assault guns- of which one 
was in maintenance - and another three in transit. In May 1945, afterfighting 
in the Kurland Pocket, the division surrendered to the Soviets. 

Panzerjager-Abteilung 337 

Attached to 337.Infanterie-Division. In May 1944, the battalion received a 
second company which was referred to as Sturmgeschutz-Abteilung 1337. 
The battalion was sent ten Sturmgeschutz IV assault guns in June 1944. In 
September 1944, the battalion was rebuilt from elements of Panzerjager- 
Abteilung 570 when the division became 337.Volks-Grenadier-Division. The 
division ended the war in West Prussia as part of Army Group Weichsel. 

Panzerjager-Abteilung 340 

Attached to 340.Infanterie-Division, the battalion's assault gun company - 
which was referred to as Sturmgeschutz-Abteilung 1340 - was formed in 
September 1944 and sent ten Sturmgeschutz IV assault guns that same 
month. In late 1944, the division was withdrawn and reorganised as 
340.Volks-Grenadier-Division and spent the remainder of the war on the 
Western Front. 

Panzerjager-Abteilung 342 

Attached to 342.Infanterie-Division. The battalion was sent ten 
Sturmgeschutz IV assault guns in May 1944. In June 1944, the division was in 
the Kovel area and attached to LVI.Armeekorps under Army Group North 
Ukraine. The division was destroyed in the Ha I be Pocket in April 1945, fighting 
with 4. Panzerarmee. 


Panzerjager-Abteilung 361 

Attached to 361.Infanterie-Division. The battalion's assault gun company - 
which was referred to as Sturmgeschutz-Abteilung 1361 - was sent ten 
Sturmgeschutz IV assault guns in September 1944. Later in the year, the 
division was withdrawn and reorganised as 361.Volks-Grenadier-Division 
and spent the remainderofthe war on the Western Front. 

Panzerjager-Abteilung 389 

Attached to 389.Infanterie-Division. In June 1944, the division was attached 
to I.Armeekorps of 16.Armee as part of Army Group North. The battalion's 
assault gun company, which was referred to as Sturmgeschutz-Abteilung 
1389 and had been formed in March 1944, was sent ten Sturmgeschutz IV 
assault guns in April and a further ten in October 1944. In January 1945, the 
battalion had nine assault guns and one Bergepanzer III on hand. In addition, 
the division operated two Russian T-70 tanks although it is not clear if they 
were attached to the Panzerjager-Abteilung. At the war's end in May 1945, 
the division was with Army Group Weichsel fighting in West Prussia. 

Panzerjager-Abteilung 1291 

Attached to 291. Infanterie-Division. In June 1944, the division was attached 
to XXXXII.Armeekorps of 4.Panzerarmee as part of Army Group North 
Ukraine. The battalion's assault gun company, which was referred to as 
Sturmgeschutz-Abteilung 1291, had been formed in the same month. The 
division was completely destroyed in Silesia in February 1945. 

Panzerjager-Abteilung 1541 

Attached to 541.Volks-Grenadier-Division. The battalion is reported to have 
had fourteen Sturmgeschutz IV vehicles with its assault gun company - which 
was referred to as Sturmgeschutz-Abteilung 1541- in January 1945. At that 
time the division was part of4.Armee of Army Group Centre. At the end of the 
war the division was attached to Army Group Weichsel. 

Panzerjager-Abteilung 1548 

Attached to 548.Volks-Grenadier-Division. The battalion had six 
Sturmgeschutz IV vehicles with its assault gun company which was referred to 
as Sturmgeschutz-Abteilung 1548 in January 1945, as part of 3.Armee of 
Army Group Centre. The fate of the division is unknown but it was probably 
destroyed in thefightingfor the Sam land peninsula. 

Panzerjager-Abteilung 1551 

Attached to 551.Grenadier-Division. The battalion had eight Sturmgeschutz 
III on hand with its assault gun company - which was referred to as 
Sturmgeschutz-Abteilung 1551 - in August 1944. In late October, the division 
was withdrawn and reorganised as 551.Volks-Grenadier-Division and 
although it was intended that the battalion's assault gun company be re¬ 
equipped with Jagdpanzer 38 tank destroyers, the vehicles were not available 
until January 1945. The company returned to the front as Jagd-Panzer- 
Abteilung 1551 and after fighting with Kampfgruppe Langkeit was 
permanently attached to Panzergrenadier-Division Kurmark on 29 January, 
presumably as part of Panzerjager-Abteilung Kurmark which had seventeen 
Jagdpanzer 38 and twelve Sturmgeschutz III assault guns on hand on 8 April 
1945. 

Panzerjager-Abteilung 1563 

Attached to 563.Volks-Grenadier-Division. In January 1945, the battalion had 
one Bergepanzer III recovery vehicle and thirteen Sturmgeschutz III assault 
guns - of which two were in repair - on hand. The division ended the war as 
part of 18.Armee fighting in the Kurland Pocket. 



Photographed in Belgrade in October 1944, this early model Sturmgeschutz III is most often associated with l.Batterie, Sturmgeschutz-Brigade 191. Another 
unit equipped with assault guns, SS- Sturmgeschutz-Batterie 1007 of SS- Sturmgeschutz-Abteilung 105, was also fighting in Belgrade and cannot be 
discounted. This vehicle is also shown and discussed on page 13 of the illustration section were we have depicted it as belonging to Sturmgeschutz-Abteilung 
191. 
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Sturmgeschutz III ausfG. Unit unknown. Eastern Front, possibly Hungary, winter 1944/45. Probably the command vehicle of an assault gun battalion's first 
battery covering has been applied over the vehicle's summer camouflage and somewhat unusually extends to the wheels 




Sturmgeschutz III ausf G. Heeres-Sturmarillerie-Brigade 303. Hungary, winter 1944/45. In 

April 1944, an order issued by the Inspector-General for armoured troops stipulated the use of 
a four-digit code for armoured vehicles, other than tanks, of a regimental or battalion 
headquarters. The first two numbers were chosen at random and identified the battalion or 
regiment. The unit depicted here however used the four-digit system throughout the battalion 
and at the time that our photograph was taken was supporting IV.SS-Panzerkorps. By this time 
the unit insignia had been changed from that shown on page 12 to a stylised depiction of a 
Widderkopf an Alpine ramfamousforits curved horns andfightingspirit. 



Sturmgeschutz III ausf G. 3.SS-Panzer-Division Totenkopf. Hungary, winter 1944/45. In July 
1944, the division's assault gun battalion absorbed the personnel of SS-Panzerjager-Abteilung 3, 
adopting that unit's title. During the following months the battalion took over a number of 
Sturmgeschutz III assault guns from various units and in August the battalion's first company was 
withdrawn to Germany and re-equipped with Panzerjager IV tank destroyers, returning to the 
front in September. That the other companies retained their assault guns is confirmed by the 
reported loss of three in December. The haphazard storage of the hull Schurzen is unusual to say 
the least and note also that the vehicle's number, as applied to the armoured plate, is not the same 
as that painted on the rear hull. The details of the commander's Waffen SS uniform are quite clear 
in the photograph on which ourillustration is based. 
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ASSAULT GUN UNITS IN THE EAST 
BAGRATION TO BERLIN. VOL 1 


Sturmhaubitze 42. 
Poland, late summer 
1944. The name Stur 
Heilpainted onto the 
barrel of this vehicle's 
main gun, can be 
roughly translated as 
robust good health - 
although like many 
German expressions it 
lacks something in it's 
English form. 



Photograph of 1/35 scale model Sturmgescnutz /// ausfu built by Dinesh Ned. Reproduced 
courtesy ofM Workshop, Singapore and Mr Bernard Cher. Details on inside front cover. 
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